
Draft Scottish Energy Strategy 

Guy Robertson 

Synergie Environ 
 

Summary of Response to Scottish Government Consultation 
 
1. What are your views on the priorities presented in Chapter 3 for energy supply over the 
coming decades? In answering, please consider whether the priorities are the right ones for 
delivering our vision. 
2. What are your views on the actions for Scottish Government set out in Chapter 3 regarding 
energy supply? In answering, please consider whether the actions are both necessary and 
sufficient for delivering our vision. 
3. What are your views on the proposed target to supply the equivalent of 50% of all 
Scotland's energy consumption from renewable sources by 2030? In answering, please 
consider the ambition and feasibility of such a target. 
4. What are your views on the development of an appropriate target to encourage the full 
range of low and zero carbon energy technologies? 
5. What ideas do you have about how we can achieve commercial development of onshore 
wind in Scotland without subsidy? 
6. What are your views on the potential future of Scotland's decommissioned thermal 
generation sites? 
7. What ideas do you have about how we can develop the role of hydrogen in Scotland's 

energy mix? 

 More clarity / focus on three key priorities:  

1. transitioning the heat sector away from gas  

2. transitioning transport away from fossil fuels. 

3. replacing existing base load power – i.e. it is understood nuclear 

capacity will not be replaced, but there are no specific strategic 

alternatives proposed 

 

 Welcome the 2030 50% target, but would like to see more detail 

around how it can be achieved in practice, and what the preferred route 

to delivery is. There is reference to the Climate Change Plan and 

underpinning research (TIMES modelling?) which suggests the 2030 

target is achievable. This presumably makes assumptions around 

different scenarios in terms of the energy mix following transition. It 

would be good to better understand these and the respective roles 

given to each of the five key components of the strategy in addressing 

challenges 1, 2 and 3 above. Whilst it is understood the future is 

uncertain a strategy needs to at least present a range of preferred 

options under different scenarios; 

 

 Suggest much clearer / transparent link between the emphasis on 

continued Oil & Gas sector support and the role of CCS <–> Hydrogen 

energy systems. It seems unlikely oil and gas has a sustainable future 

within a low carbon economy without a substantial parallel role for 

these emerging technologies. Should we be more explicitly embracing 

the possibility of new, CCS-enabled base load thermal generation 

plant? If not, where will the captured CO2 (and hydrogen?) come from? 



Synergie Environ 

2 

Would like to see more explicit commitment for support to oil and gas in 

the form of funding / incentives for projects that embrace and integrate 

these related technologies; 

 

 Suggest much more explicit / coherent / priority role for utilisation of 

waste / waste heat in transitioning the heat sector – e.g. waste heat 

recovery and energy from waste (EfW). Our on-going experience 

strongly suggests EfW heat is currently the only heat source likely to be 

directly competitive with natural gas in a district energy context. 

8. What are your views on the priorities presented in Chaper 4 for transforming energy use 
over the coming decades? In answering, please consider whether the priorities are the right 
ones for delivering our vision. 
9. What are your views on the actions for Scottish Government set out in Chapter 4 regarding 
transforming energy use? In answering, please consider whether the actions are both 
necessary and sufficient for delivering our vision. 
10. What ideas do you have about what energy efficiency target we should set for Scotland, 
and how it should be measured? In answering, please consider the EU ambition to implement 
an energy efficiency target of 30% by 2030 across the EU. 
11. What are your views on the priorities presented in Chapter 5 for developing smart, local 

energy systems over the coming decades? In answering, please consider whether the 

priorities are the right ones for delivering our vision.  

Support adopting the EU 30% efficiency target – in our experience this is 
readily achievable, within the industry / commerce and domestic sectors; 

 

 Broadly welcome continued support for industrial energy efficiency, and 

particularly through collaborative approaches – e.g. often necessary for 

viability of district energy schemes. As above, would like to see more 

focus on waste heat – both process heat and EfW. Welcome the 

potential ‘enabling’ role for local authorities but don’t see how this will 

work in practice without additional resource / funding? Suggest this is 

developed within a wider regional strategic role for local authorities in 

developing energy strategies / plans, but again this needs to be 

appropriately resourced; 

 

 Would like to see more explicit commitment to continued support for 

SME sector – e.g. fiscal incentives, soft loan finance – to adopt energy 

efficiency and low carbon energy measures. Incentives and loan 

finance may need to be extended in some areas – e.g. to support 

district energy infrastructure, novel technologies – e.g. carbon capture 

and utilisation; 

 

 Suggest consideration of dedicated Scottish industrial energy efficiency 

strategy. The preamble (Chapters 1 and 2) to the Draft Energy Strategy 

clearly demonstrates a lack of information / data / detailed 

understanding of industrial energy use at national level – a strategy 

could go some way to address this, and focus continued industry 

support more effectively. 
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12. What are your views on the actions for Scottish Government set out in Chapter 5 
regarding smart, local energy systems? In answering, please consider whether the actions 
are both necessary and sufficient for delivering our vision. 
13. What are your views on the idea of a Government-owned energy company to support the 
development of local energy? In answering, please consider how a Government-owned 
company could address specific market failure or add value. 
14. What are your views on the idea of a Scottish Renewable Energy Bond to allow savers to 
invest in and support Scotland's renewable energy sector? In answering, please consider the 
possible roles of both the public and private sectors in such an arrangement. 
15. What ideas do you have about how Scottish Government, the private sector and the 

public sector can maximise the benefits of working in partnership to deliver the vision for 

energy in Scotland? 

 Welcome and strongly support both the establishment of a GOEC and 

Green Energy Bonds – would like to see more of an explicit 

commitment to both, as linked initiatives. The Danish Energy Agency 

(DEA) is a good example – de-risking projects, providing procurement 

support and expertise, and potentially ‘filling the gap’ by providing a 

vehicle for project delivery until such time as local alternatives are in 

place. We are currently working on a number of low carbon 

infrastructure projects where initial project risk / lack of procurement 

resource / expertise are acting as barriers to projects. There are now 

some good examples of community bonds set up to support low carbon 

energy developments elsewhere in UK e.g. see - 

http://www.energisebarnsley.co.uk/. Opportunities for cross-fertilisation 

of ideas between local authorities and establishing good practice 

guides;  

 

 We also welcome and strongly support the need for local / regional 

energy strategies and plans, however question the capacity of local 

authorities to deliver / lead on this – it will at the very least require 

additional / dedicated resource. The will also need to be clear / 

coherent / informed guidance (underpinned by national strategic 

objectives / targets) to ensure consistency of approach. 
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