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European Structural and Investment Funds 
 

Stirling Council 

Introduction 

Stirling Council welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Economy, Jobs and Fair 
WorkCommittee’s enquiry into European Structural and Investment Funds. 

The importance of these funds is supporting local and regional interventions to deliver 
inclusive growth cannot be understated and it is important that local authorities, community 
planning partners and third sector organisations actively engage with Scottish Government to 
highlight the essential need for continuation of this investment following the UK’s departure 
from the European Union. 

Current Situation 

Stirling Council currently manages a European Social Fund Revenue investment programme. 
The programme is targeted towards inclusive growth, with particular emphasis on two distinct 
areas according to EU priorities. These areas are: tackling poverty and social inclusion; and 
employability and skills. 

The Council’s distinct approach to this funding is to align and integrate any additional 
programmes with core provision internally, and build partnership arrangements externally 
with third sector organisations to offer co-ordinated, sustainable and impactful interventions. 
The ability to add value to existing provision, target particular populations and rigorously 
manage outcomes has been beneficial. It has enabled a wider offer to residents, particularly 
the most vulnerable, and enhanced connections and within community planning partner 
organisations. 

At the macro level, the investment provides a significant contribution to the Council’s 
Inclusive Growth Framework, evidencing increase employability skills, enhanced progression 
and maximised household income, for targeted population cohorts. 

The programme is welcome, but has not been without its challenges. The intervention rate, 
the 100% staff match requirement, and the complexities of the reporting and recording 
process remain difficult to both initiate and progress projects, particularly for third sector 
partners, whose take up of the programme has been slow. 

Future State 

Stirling Council would welcome a commitment from UK Government that the current financial 
support received from European Union investment is retained at current levels, and that the 
management of that investment is devolved. From there, the Council would support a further 
devolution to local areas, aligned to community planning partnerships and Local Outcome 
Improvement Plan priorities. 

There is an opportunity to lessen some of the unnecessary and restrictive bureaucracy tied to 
current arrangement whilst still maintaining appropriate governance and accountability 
provisions. Local authorities and Scottish Government have existing funding relationships 
into which replacement investment could be incorporated. The Council would not support a 
competitive 
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funding process, which can often be disadvantageous to smaller authorities, but would 
welcome dialogue to determine a needs based, outcomes focused distribution methodology. 

We would also be keen to discuss how investment can be managed and processed in 
alignment with other funding arrangements, to reduce fragmentation, build simplicity and 
encourage partnership involvement, particularly from third sector organisations. 

Local flexibility within a clearly managed process would be beneficial. In that way, local 
authorities and their community planning partners would be encouraged to pool their 
mainstream resources to best effect and so draw down additional targeted capital and 
revenue investment against agreed measurable programmes. Ideally, these programmes 
should be set within existing performance management arrangements- for example for 
Stirling- our Inclusive Growth Framework, thus avoiding additional monitoring and evaluation 
frameworks, and supporting a whole systems approach to delivering on outcomes. 

Conclusion 

Stirling Council welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the critical debate on the successor 
to European Structural and Investment Funds and would support ongoing dialogue as the 
exact terms for the UK leaving the European Union become clearer. 

The Council views the continuation of the level of investment currently derived from the 
Funds as essential to delivering inclusive growth and seeks early confirmation of the 
maintenance of this investment. 
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