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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND FAIR WORK COMMITTEE 

HEAT NETWORKS (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM  John McKenna, West Dunbartonshire Council 

Heat Networks (Scotland) Bill 

1. Which part of the Heat Networks Bill is of most relevance to you or your 
organisation, why, and what do you consider its impact will be? 

As owners of a District Heating Network which has plans to expand the network most 

parts of the bill will have relevance. These include licencing requirements and 

conditions, heat network consents, particularly in  relation to expansion and the duty to 

review heat network zoning in the local authority area. 

 
2. Are you content with the definition of heat networks used in section 1 of the 

Bill? (If not, please elaborate.) 

Yes, although it is perhaps worth mentioning the importance of utilising renewables in 

powering a heat network at this point in addition to what is stated later in the 

document. 

 
3. Previous consultations have identified different priorities for this legislation – 

including transition to low-carbon or renewable energy, tackling fuel poverty, 
and ensuring consumer protection. To what extent do you think such priorities 
are reflected – and balanced – in the Heat Networks (Scotland) Bill? 
 

There is an ongoing challenge to provide a sustainable low carbon solution to replace 

fossil fuels for heating and tackle fuel poverty. Given the extremely low cost of gas 

currently it is difficult to achieve both for existing gas users who could be connected to 

a Heat Network, however those currently using electric heating could benefit. We are 

not sure that the Bill fully addresses this issue? 

Fuel poverty and customer protection should be key, and run hand-in-hand with 

reducing environmental impacts and mitigating emissions.   

 
4. What are your views on the licensing regime as envisaged by the Bill? 

These seem fair and clearly outlines the terms required and implications of non-

compliance. 

5. What is your opinion of the approach taken with Heat Network Zones (see parts 
3 and 4 of the Bill)? 

This approach should help identify further opportunities for expansion of existing 

networks and identify areas for additional networks. It could also identify opportunities 

to work collaboratively with adjacent Local Authorities, we look forward to receiving 
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further guidance for clarity. Additionally zone permits should give a degree of 

consumer protection, revoking licences for those who fail to comply under section 11 

(1) 

6. How will the Bill impact on local authorities? (In terms both of the assessment 
of the suitability of their own buildings and also the power to designate heat 
network zones) 

There could be a significant impact on resources for Local Authorities with the 

requirement to have the assessment of their own buildings carried out and in 

designating heat network zones. This work could be carried out through a Local Heat 

and Energy Efficiency Strategy. 

It would be useful to understand how Local Authorities will be supported in carrying 

out actions as a result of this bill?  Financial support from LHEES is just one part of 

the solution.  What other funding mechanisms or financial support will be provided and 

what professional support will be given?  Will this be through Local Authority 

procurement activities or can governmental bodies help provide this through expertise 

and guidance? 

 
7. Part 6 of the Bill confers powers for the compulsory acquisition of land and 

wayleave rights; to survey land for the purpose of construction or operating a 
heat network, and to access land in order to carry out repairs. What do you 
think of the extent of the powers in the Bill for licensed heat network operators 
(similar, in some respects, to those of utility companies)? Has a balance been 
struck with the rights of others (property rights for example)? If not, what would 
that balance be? 

 

This seems to be a sensible approach and as described in line with the current 

arrangements with utility companies. 

It would also be useful to know how compulsory purchases may effect the cultural 

heritage of certain areas or buildings?  Will these take into consideration impacts on 

archaeology, scheduled monuments and listed buildings?  Furthermore, what 

measures will be taken to remediate areas of greenspace, biodiversity and forestry 

that may need to be removed as a result of a District Heating Network? 

 
8. Please feel free to provide your views on any other aspects of the Bill or the 

policy aims underpinning it if not covered above. 
 

In Part 5, Section 52, Subsection (2): It is perhaps worth considering a requirement in 

the building assessment report to ensure the building is energy efficient and retrofitted 

to the best energy efficiency rating (EPC) it could be.  
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There is also no mention of domestic properties or dwellings, how they should be 

included or how they will be effected.  The only mention of dwelling is to give 

clarification on what a non-domestic building is.  How will the act cover this? 

 
 
 


