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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND FAIR WORK COMMITTEE 

SCOTLAND’S CONSTRUCTION SECTOR INQUIRY  

SUBMISSION FROM: The Cross Party Group on Construction in the Scottish 

Parliament 

  

The Cross-Party Group (CPG) on Construction met on Tuesday 29th January and one of 

the items discussed was the inquiry the Economy Energy and Fair Work Committee are 

holding into the construction sector. The CPG has 25 member organisations, each 

representing or covering specific segments of the construction industry. I have included the 

list of member organisations of the CPG within this response. Some of the CPG members 

will be submitting their own responses to the inquiry. Given this, the consensus at the 

meeting on the 29th was that the Secretary of the CPG would submit a generic response on 

behalf of the CPG to the inquiry. 

Please note the following topics, which have been discussed at recent meetings of the 

CPG: 

 Apprenticeships in the construction industry: including 

those managed by the Construction Industry Training Board (CITB) and electrical 

apprenticeships managed by the Scottish Electrical Charitable Training Trust 

(SECTT) 

 Brexit and the potential impacts on the construction 

workforce in Scotland 

 Gender equality in construction 

 Mental health in construction 

 The Skills Investment Plan for Scotland’s construction 

sector 

 Planning 

 Procurement 

There have been various actions regarding procurement which the CPG has undertaken 
over the past year. At the CPG’s meeting on 27th March 2018, we discussed the impact of 
the collapse of Carillion plc on the Scottish construction industry and on Scottish 
Government procurement policy more generally. Following the meeting, the previous 
Secretary of the CPG wrote to the then Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Jobs and Fair 
Work, Keith Brown MSP. 
 
A copy of the letter is below and the CPG would like to request that the Committee consider 
the appointment of a Chief Construction Advisor in their deliberations. In addition, the CPG 
would be keen to learn about the outcomes of the inquiry and we are likely to invite 
members of the Committee to a forthcoming CPG meeting. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Minister, 
 
Appointment of a Chief Construction Advisor  
 
The Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group on Construction held a meeting on 27 March to 
discuss the impact of the recent collapse of Carillion plc on the Scottish construction 
industry and on Scottish Government procurement policy more generally  
 
The consensus was that Carillion’s collapse should be viewed as a game changer for the 
industry and an opportunity to review current practices.  A wide-ranging discussion took 
place on what actions the Scottish Government could undertake to minimise the impact in 
the event a tier one contractor ceased trading in the future and around wider issues, such 
as the packaging of contracts into frameworks and the issue of retentions.  
 
While clearly there are many factors to consider, the over-riding agreement of the group 
was that the appointment of a construction regulator – a Chief Construction Advisor – could 
be key to driving change in the industry; ensuring that the Scottish Government’s fair work 
objectives are realised across the sector.  
 
As you will be aware, this was recommended in the 2013 Review of Scottish Public Sector 
Procurement in Construction and we believe that recent developments demonstrate the 
importance of revisiting this recommendation.   
 
The Chief Construction Advisor should be charged with ensuring adherence to current 
regulations and guidance in Scottish Government and local authority construction projects 
and equipped with the appropriate powers to suitably admonish any contractor in the supply 
chain who did not adhere to legislation or guidance.   
 
This would allow contractors to focus their resources on construction related activities and 
therefore make them more productive, benefiting both the construction industry and the 
Scottish economy. 
 
The Cross Party Group would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this 
proposal in more detail and look forward to hearing your comments on the matter. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Cross Party Group on Construction 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

MSP MEMBERS OF THE CPG ON CONSTRUCTION 

Monica Lennon MSP  Scottish Labour Party 

Sandra White MSP  Scottish National Party 

Alison Johnstone MSP  Scottish Green Party 
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Alexander Burnett MSP Scottish Conservative Party 

Pauline McNeill MSP  Scottish Labour Party 

NON-MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

Individuals 
 

Organisations 
Association for Consultancy and Engineering 

Building and Engineering Services Association 

Civil Engineering Contractors Association Scotland 

Chartered Institute of Building 

Considerate Contractors Scheme 

Construction Industry Training Board 

Engineering Construction Industry Training Board 

Forth Valley College of Further and Higher Education 

Federation of Master Builders 

Finishes and Interiors Sector 

Glass and Glazing Federation 

Homes for Scotland 

Institution of Civil Engineers 

National Housing Building Council Scotland 

Mineral Products Association Scotland 

Royal Incorporation of Architects Scotland 

Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors 

Scottish Building Federation 

Scottish Contractors Group 

Scottish Enterprise 

Scottish and Northern Ireland Plumbing Employers’ Federation 

SELECT 

The Association for Project Safety 

UCATT 

Unite the Union 

GROUP OFFICE BEARERS 

Convener Monica Lennon MSP 
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Deputy Convener Alexander Burnett MSP 

Sandra White MSP 

Secretary 
Gordon Nelson, Scotland Director of the Federation of Master 
Builders 

Treasurer 
Grahame Barn, Chief Executive of the Civil Engineering 

Contractors Association Scotland 

 
 

 

 


