
Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

Cabinet Secretary for the Economy, Fair Work and 

Culture  
Fiona Hyslop MSP 

 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 

 

 
Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
EDINBURGH 
EH99 1SP 
 
Email: eefw.committee@parliament.scot  
 

 

___ 
17 March 2020 
 
BiFab, the offshore wind sector and the Scottish supply chain 
 
Dear Gordon, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 11 March 2021 regarding the legal basis for non-disclosure of 
the BiFab pre-acquisition business plan to the committee. 
 
As you are aware the Scottish Ministers entered into a mutual confidentiality and Non-
disclosure agreement with DF Barnes on 23 February 2018.  Although the agreement 
between the Scottish Ministers and DF Barnes has come to an end, that agreement states 
very clearly that obligations with respect to use and disclosure of confidential information 
received prior to termination shall survive indefinitely.  
 
The termination of the Non-disclosure agreement therefore does not, in itself, mean that 
Scottish Ministers may disclose information received under that agreement.  I have further 
engaged with DF Barnes regarding this matter who have confirmed that they consider the 
Pre-Acquisition Business Plan to be its confidential information.  DF Barnes do not consent 
to the release or disclosure of any of the contents of the business plan to any third party and 
request that this shall always be treated as strictly confidential. 
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