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Dear 

Tied Pubs Bill  
 

As you may be aware, the general principles of the Tied Pubs Bill were 
agreed by the Parliament at Stage 1 on 26 November; and the Committee 
now intends to consider the Tied Pubs Bill at Stage 2 (the amending stage) in 
February.  
 
In order to inform that consideration, the Committee has agreed to write to 
you (along with the member in charge, the Minister, and other interested 
parties) giving you the opportunity to submit your views on a number of 
outstanding matters. 

During the Stage 1 debate, the Minister indicated that the Scottish 
Government intends to make amendments in the following areas and any 
comment you wish to make on these matters would be welcome: 

 lengthening implementation and review timescales for the Scottish Pubs 
Code; the Minister deemed this “essential so that the process of 
implementing a code is transparent, fair and properly consulted on, 
particularly in the context of the Scottish Government and industry still 
dealing with COVID-19”; 

 the removal of elements of retrospection; “so that past tenants cannot 
raise cases long after they have left the sector”; 

 measures to ensure that levies on pub companies are proportionate. 
 

Furthermore, the Committee’s Stage 1 report noted that, should the Bill 
progress, further consideration may need to be given to the following areas; 
and again, the Committee would welcome any comment you wish to make on 
these matters: 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12969
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/EEFW/2020/11/11/Stage-1-Report-on-the-Tied-Pubs--Scotland--Bill/EJFWS052020R07.pdf


 thresholds: the Bill proposes that the Scottish Pubs Code will apply to all 
pub-owning businesses; in England and Wales the Pubs Code applies to 
pub-owning companies who have more than 500 pubs. The Committee 
heard differing views at Stage 1 on whether a threshold should be applied 
in Scotland (see pages 11-13 of the Stage 1 report); 

 court appeal process: Stage 1 evidence from the Scottish Courts and 
Tribunal Service noted problems with the appeal process; the member in 
charge indicated that this could be revisited during Stage 2 (page 17 of the 
Stage 1 report); 

 guest beer agreement: consideration of whether any restrictions should be 
placed on the guest beer agreement to help small local producers access 
the market (pages 23-24 of the Stage 1 report);  

 MRO option: there are differences between the MRO option in England 
and Wales and the proposals for Scotland; consideration of whether the 
changes proposed are proportionate and whether they will address the 
issues reported with the 2015 legislation (pages 20-22 of the Stage 1 
report). 

 
Finally, matters which some of our Members would like to see highlighted are 
as follows: 

 

 clarity on the exact income that tied pub tenants receive; 

 reasons for the divergence of views of tied pub tenants on the need for the 
bill; 

 the level of investment put on hold due to the pandemic; 

 support received by non-tied pub tenants from their landlords during the 
pandemic; 

 whether an MRO option is applicable in other sectors, and if so, what 
impact has it had; 

We would welcome any comment you wish to make on these matters and, if 
you do intend to respond, it would be helpful to hear from you by Friday 22 
January 2021. 

Kind regards 

 

Gordon Lindhurst MSP 

Convener 

 

 

 


