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2 September 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Gordon, 
 
I wrote to the Committee last week to inform you of the publication of Mark Logan’s 
independent review of the Scottish technology ecosystem. I informed the Committee that I 
was considering the recommendations made in the report, and that we would respond to 
these in the forthcoming Programme for Government 2020/21. 
 
Following the publication of Programme for Government, please find below our specific 
response to the review’s key recommendations. 
 
We will be creating a national network of “Tech Scalers” to significantly extend the purpose 
and capability of traditional incubation programmes, delivering the best available mentoring 
and training for our company founders. We aim to have 5 operational scalers across 
Scotland by the end of 2021/22, and to create and support for between 300-500 high quality 
start-ups over 5 years. 
 
In response to multiple recommendations in the report, we will create an Ecosystem Fund 
which will be used to make strategic investments in the organisations and activities that 
create the best possible environment for our start-ups to succeed, such as tech conferences 
and after-school programmes.   
 
We will look to solve immediate skills pressures through the Transition Training Fund, 
providing reskilling opportunities for careers in the tech sector. 
 
On the education recommendations, Deputy First Minister John Swinney has been in follow-
up discussion with Mr Logan about how to make the biggest impact with regards to these 
proposals. 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:scottish.ministers@gov.scot
mailto:economyenergyandfairwork@parliament.scot


Tha Ministearan na h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus an Rùnaire  

Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba) 2016.  Faicibh www.lobbying.scot 
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered 

by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 

Taigh Naomh Anndrais,  Rathad Regent, Dùn Èideann  EH1 3DG 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
  

 

 
We will also be establishing an implementation programme in partnership with the tech 
industry to drive progress on the report’s recommendations. 
 
As highlighted in my previous letter, I would be pleased to discuss the report and our 
response to its’ recommendations further with the Committee, should that be considered 
useful. 

 

 
 

KATE FORBES 
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