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Dear Fiona, 
 
BiFab, the offshore wind sector and the Scottish supply chain 
 
The Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee is continuing work on its inquiry into 
BiFab, the offshore wind sector and the Scottish supply chain.  The Committee has 
agreed to write to the Scottish Government to seek an update on a number of 
matters.   
 
The Committee will consider your response before seeking to hold a further oral 
evidence session on the inquiry later in the year.  The Committee has also written to 
DF Barnes, Scottish Enterprise, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and the Crown 
Estate Scotland in relation to these issues. 
 
I would be grateful if you could provide the Committee with responses to the 
following questions: 
 
BiFab: 

 What have the two recent offshore wind supply chain summits achieved? 

 Has the Scottish Government or Scottish Enterprise committed any funds to 
improve the BiFab yards? 

 What investment has DF Barnes made to improve the BiFab yards? 

 What has the total level of Scottish Government investment been so far in 
BiFab and what has this money bought? 

 Can BiFab realistically compete with yards in the mid and far East? 

 Why is BiFab losing some contracts to yards in Europe where labour costs 
may not be much lower than in Scotland? 

 
Recent history of offshore wind:  

 How many people are employed currently across the offshore wind supply 
chain in Scotland and how does this compare with forecasts made by the 
Scottish Government in 2010?  If there is a short-fall, what are the reasons for 
this? 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/109858.aspx


 How much has Scottish Enterprise and Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
spent over the past ten years supporting, developing and promoting the 
offshore wind supply chain and what has this spending achieved? 

 How well does the Scottish Government understand “the spaghetti bowl of 
vested interest groups” that dominates Scotland’s renewables sector? How do 
you work with them, and how can you influence them? 

 
The future of the supply chain: 

 Why does the new ScotWind leasing process not “impose any requirement on 
the level or location of supply chain impact”? Is local supply chain involvement 
therefore optional? 

 Does the Scottish Government agree that “the greatest bearing on corporate 
decision making”1 among offshore developers is the level of subsidy granted 
by the UK Government for offshore wind projects? 

 Does the Scottish Government agree with the STUC’s assessment of the UK 
Government’s Contract for Difference policy that risk is pushed down the 
supply chain leading to “significant volumes of work in the low carbon 
economy [being] based on driving down labour costs”? 

 
I would be grateful to receive a response within a month of the date of this letter. 
 
Kind regards 

 

Michelle Ballantyne MSP 
Convener 

   
 

 

                                            
1
 See Dr Robert Pollock’s Institutions, Transition and National Renewal: The Case for a 

New Scottish Approach (2020) pages 4 to 6. 

https://www.strath.ac.uk/media/1newwebsite/departmentsubject/economics/fraser/scotlandx27seconomicfuturedisruptiveideas/Institutions,_Transition_and_National_Renewal_January_2020_.pdf
https://www.strath.ac.uk/media/1newwebsite/departmentsubject/economics/fraser/scotlandx27seconomicfuturedisruptiveideas/Institutions,_Transition_and_National_Renewal_January_2020_.pdf

