
 
Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 

 
 

Ivan McKee MSP 

Minister for Trade, Investment 

and Innovation 

 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP 

Tel: (0131) 348 5214 

RNID Typetalk 18001 0131 348 5214 

Sent by email only economy@parliament.scot 

26 June 2020 

Dear Ivan, 

Prohibition on Quantitative Restrictions and Equivalent Measures (Cessation) (EU 

Exit) Regulations 2020 
 
At its meeting on 23 June 2020, the Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 
considered the proposal by the Scottish Government to consent to the UK 
Government legislating using the powers under the European Union (Withdrawal) 
Act 2018 in relation to the Prohibition on Quantitative Restrictions and Equivalent 
Measures (Cessation) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020. 
 
The Committee agreed that it is content with the Scottish Ministers’ proposal to 
consent to the provisions set out in this notification. The Committee did however 
raise concerns on both the categorisation of the SI and the lack of time given for 
consideration by the Committee.  
 
During its consideration of the notification, the Committee discussed whether, under 
the protocol, a Category A classification is appropriate for this notification. It noted 
that the proposed changes do not appear to be minor and technical in nature and 
therefore a Category B classification may be more appropriate. The Committee 
believes the proposed SI would remove a significant part of EU trade law.  
 
Members also expressed their disappointment that the Scottish Parliament was not 
given more time to consider the notification fully. The protocol was not followed and 
the Committee was not given 28 days for consideration. Instead, the notification was 
received late on 16 June leaving the Committee one meeting to consider it before 
recess. As you are aware, the protocol recognises the Scottish and UK Parliaments 
have different recess periods and states that the UK Government should be mindful 
of this when scheduling its legislative programme.  
 
The Committee is aware that the Scottish Government requested for the UK 
Government to lay this instrument in the Autumn to allow more time for proper 



scrutiny. However, it is not clear to the Committee why the SI had to be laid on 1 July 
when the implementation period does not end until 31 December. I would be grateful 
if you could clarify why this matter was considered to be so urgent. 
 
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform 
Committee. 
 

Kind regards 

 
Michelle Ballantyne MSP 
Convener 


