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 25 September 2019 

Dear Steve, 

Additional information on regional selective assistance (RSA) 

During an evidence session with Scottish Enterprise at yesterday’s meeting, 
we discussed the Committee’s request for a breakdown of RSA by local 
authority area. Despite repeated requests for this information, Scottish 
Enterprise did not provide it prior to the evidence session. 

This information was sent to committee staff at 12.24pm, almost immediately 
after the conclusion of the evidence session with Scottish Enterprise.  The 
data was incomplete; figures relating to three of the 32 local authorities were 
missing and the data only covers three years rather than the five year data 
that was requested. 

The timing of the provision of this information was extremely disappointing.  
The Committee was unable to interrogate the information and question 
Scottish Enterprise on it.  The regional spread of RSA is key to the 
Committee’s inquiry and our inability to scrutinise this data during the 
evidence session is unacceptable.  

I would ask Scottish Enterprise to provide some commentary on the RSA 
breakdown by local authority.  Specifically: 

 why are the numbers so high for Glasgow City?  

 why has no RSA been awarded to Highland region and other areas 
over the last three years? 

In evidence yesterday, Scottish Enterprise stated that RSA was meeting its 
objective of reducing regional labour market inequalities.  I would ask Scottish 
Enterprise to comment on this in light of the data that has been provided.  

 



I would be grateful if you could respond by Monday 30 September at the latest 
to allow the Committee to consider your response before its meeting on 
Tuesday 1 October where we will take evidence from the Cabinet Secretary 
for Finance, Economy and Fair Work on this topic.. 

Kind regards 

 

Gordon Lindhurst MSP 

Convener 

 

 

 

 


