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 3 April 2019 

Dear  

Procurement Reform Act 

The Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee is 
currently undertaking an inquiry into the construction sector and its impact on 
the Scottish economy.  

As part of this inquiry, the Committee has heard evidence that despite the 
2013 Review of Scottish Public Sector Procurment in Construction and the 
subsequent Procurement Reform Act, there has been little change in the way 
that public contracting authorities tender large-scale construction projects.  

To date, the Committee has not taken evidence from contracting authorities 
and it would therefore be helpful to hear from you how the Procurement 
Reform Act has influenced the procurement of recent projects (particularly 
those procured after the reglations came into place in 2016) and how best 
practice guidance has been adopted to shape decision-making.  

Specifically, the Committee has heard evidence asserting that ‘lowest cost 
procurement damages the industry’. We also heard that whole of life pricing 
and early engagement with contractors would avoid increased costs. These 
points were not aimed at any particular contracting authority; however , the 
Committee is keen to seek a response from contracting authorities to these 
issues.  
 
The Committee will be writing a report on its inquiry and any response to this 
request for information will be treated as written evidence to help inform the 
Committee’s work. This means that responses would usually be published on 
our website. You can learn more about how the Committee handles and 
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processes written information in its privacy notice. If you have any questions 
about this, please get in touch with the clerks using the above contact details.  

The Committee would welcome a response to the above request for 
information by Wednesday 24 April. 

Kind regards 

 

Gordon Lindhurst MSP 

Convener 

 

 

 

https://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Privacy-Notice/CommitteeOfficeEvidenceSubmissionV3.pdf

