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Dear  

Draft budget 2018/19 
 
The Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee has agreed to write to you as part of 
its scrutiny of the Scottish Government's enterprise budget, particularly spending on 
business support services provided by Scottish Enterprise, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and through the Business Gateway network. 
 
The Committee took evidence from Linda Scott, Chief Executive Officer, West 
Lothian Chamber of Commerce at its meeting on 28 November. The Committee 
found it valuable to hear about the projects West Lothian Chambers is involved in 
and appreciated Linda appearing before the Committee. The session primarily 
focussed on West Lothian, and it would be helpful to hear if Linda’s views and the 
experiences of West Lothian businesses are shared in your area. The Committee 
therefore agreed to seek your views on the following points raised by Linda during 
the meeting: 
 

 There is a perception that Scottish Enterprise's focus is mostly on larger 
companies. 

 There is a gap in Scottish Enterprise support particularly for SMEs. 

 The time taken by Scottish Enterprise to process Regional Selective Assistance 
(RSA) grant applications is too long. These delays could be hampering 
expansion and employment growth. 

 Research conducted earlier this year by WLCC indicated that many companies 
are not aware of or are not interested in exploring new export markets. 



 The business support landscape in West Lothian is quite cluttered.  

 One of the biggest barriers to growth in West Lothian is recruitment. 

 Business Gateway services in West Lothian need improvement - more experts 
are needed in Business Gateway. 

 On the issue of the Scottish Business Pledge, Linda Scott observed "I haven't 
heard a lot of companies mention that (the SBP) since it was launched". 

 
The Committee will take evidence from the Cabinet Secretary next month and would 
be grateful for a response to the points listed by 13 December. We would also 
welcome any additional information that you wish to provide regarding enterprise 
support in your area. I appreciate this is a challenging deadline so if you have any 
questions about this letter please feel free to contact the clerks to the Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Gordon Lindhurst MSP 

Convener 


