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10 May 2018 
 

Dear Annabelle 
 
Can I firstly thank you for your evidence to the Committee on Tuesday 1 May. As you 
saw, the Committee is taking a keen interest in its scrutiny of the Prescription 
(Scotland) Bill and it is on this basis that I write. 
 
The Parliament’s Standing Orders establish the criteria for regarding a bill as a 
Scottish Law Commission Bill. Rule 9.17A requires an SLC bill to comply with certain 
criteria determined by the Presiding Officer. The most relevant in relation to this 
particular bill and the issues raised during the Committee’s evidence gathering is 
that: “there must be a wide degree of consensus amongst key stakeholders about 
the need for reform and the approach recommended”. 
 
The Committee heard evidence that the SLC’s consultation process resulted in wide 
support for the reform of negative prescription. Furthermore, the Scottish 
Government’s more limited consultation process did not uncover any concern about 
the proposed reform. However, the Committee also heard evidence that these 
consultation processes had not explored the impact of the proposed reform with 
welfare rights organisations. 
 
The evidence the Committee has heard from welfare rights organisations and other 
consultees (such as the Department for Work and Pensions) has suggested that 
there may be merit in a wider scrutiny process. The Committee has therefore written 
to the conveners of the following committees to ask whether they have anything 
further to add to the Committee’s deliberations on these issues: 
 

 Equalities and Human Rights Committee 

 Justice Committee 

 Local Government and Communities Committee 

 Social Security Committee 



 

 

 
 
   

While the Stage 1 deadline is Friday 15 June, the Committee is currently discussing 
a possible extension to this date to allow the Committee to consider any responses 
from the four committees. I have therefore copied this letter to the Minister for 
Parliamentary Business.  
 
Finally, can I emphasise that the Committee does not want to cause any undue 
delay to the Scottish Government’s legislative timetable. It is nevertheless keen to 
ensure that it carries out robust parliamentary scrutiny on what are important 
changes to the law of negative prescription. 
 
Yours, 

 
Graham Simpson MSP 
Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 
 
 

  
 


