
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 5, No. 43, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 17 September 2020  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 12.20 pm. 
 
1. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
2. Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Questions: Questions were 
answered by members of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body. 
 
3. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Economy, Fair Work and Culture were 
answered by a Cabinet Secretary and Ministers. 
 
4. Employment Support: The Minister for Business, Fair Work and Skills (Jamie 
Hepburn) moved S5M-22731—That the Parliament believes that the UK 
Government’s furlough scheme should be extended to provide support and certainty 
to employers and workers in Scotland for as long as public health restrictions are 
required to control the spread of COVID-19, recognising that there are specific sectors 
that will be affected for a longer period. 
 
Maurice Golden moved amendment S5M-22731.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22731 in the name of Jamie Hepburn 
(Employment Support), leave out from “believes” to end and insert “welcomes 
the protection of more than 900,000 jobs in Scotland as part of the UK 
Government’s Job Retention and Self-Employment Income Support schemes; 
notes that the Chancellor’s scheme has already ensured that more than 50% of 
those furloughed since May 2020 had returned to work by August; welcomes 



 

 

that, at the height of the pandemic, more than a third of Scotland’s workforce was 
furloughed as part of the Job Retention Scheme; further welcomes the UK 
Government’s Job Retention Bonus that will pay £1,000 to employers for every 
employee that is retained; recognises that continuing interventions will be 
necessary from the UK Government, and calls on the Scottish Government to 
protect Scottish jobs now by setting out specific support for businesses and 
sectors most affected by COVID-19, particularly given the guaranteed additional 
£6.5 billion from the UK Government.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 29, Against 88, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Jackie Baillie moved amendment S5M-22731.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22731 in the name of Jamie Hepburn 
(Employment Support), insert at end “; calls on the Scottish Government to act 
quickly to put in place a range of measures to support employment that are 
coherent and targeted at businesses at risk and those who find themselves out 
of work, in particular young people, women, disabled people and ethnic 
minorities; recognises the existing fragility and inequality in Scotland’s labour 
market, and calls on the Scottish Government to produce an industrial strategy 
that lays out increased investment in housebuilding, green energy and transport, 
to put Scotland back on track and ensure fairer, greener and sustainable jobs for 
all.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT). 
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 89, Against 28, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament believes that the UK 
Government’s furlough scheme should be extended to provide support and certainty 
to employers and workers in Scotland for as long as public health restrictions are 
required to control the spread of COVID-19, recognising that there are specific sectors 
that will be affected for a longer period; calls on the Scottish Government to act quickly 
to put in place a range of measures to support employment that are coherent and 
targeted at businesses at risk and those who find themselves out of work, in particular 
young people, women, disabled people and ethnic minorities; recognises the existing 
fragility and inequality in Scotland’s labour market, and calls on the Scottish 
Government to produce an industrial strategy that lays out increased investment in 
housebuilding, green energy and transport, to put Scotland back on track and ensure 
fairer, greener and sustainable jobs for all. 
 
5. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-22737—That the 
Parliament agrees that the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Aberdeen 
City) Amendment Regulations 2020 (SSI 2020/253) be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 



 

 

6. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 4 and 5 as noted above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.24 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

17 September 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Committee Reports 
 
The following reports were published on 17 September 2020— 
 

Justice Committee, 13th Report, 2020 (Session 5): Subordinate Legislation 
Considered by the Justice Committee on 15 September 2020 (SP Paper 807) 
 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 51st Report, 2020 (Session 
5): Travelling Funfairs (Licensing) (Scotland) Bill: Stage 1 (SP Paper 810) 
 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 52nd Report 2020 (Session 
5): Liability for NHS Charges (Treatment of Industrial Disease) (Scotland) Bill: 
Stage 1 (SP Paper 811) 

 
The following report will be published on 18 September 2020— 

Justice Committee, 14th Report, 2020 (Session 5): Consent notifications 
considered by the Justice Committee, 15 September 2020 (SP Paper 809) 

New Subordinate Legislation 
 
Affirmative Instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 17 September 2020 and 
is subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 
Census (Scotland) Amendment Order 2020 [draft] 

laid under section 1(2) of the Census Act 1920 
 
Other Documents 

The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 17 September 2020 and 
are not subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
NHS Blood and Transplant Annual Report and Accounts 2019/20 SG/2020/102 
laid under section 88 of the Scotland Act 1998 
 
Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner Annual Report 2019-2020 SG/2020/184 
laid under Section 42(11)(b) of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 
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