
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 5, No. 16, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Tuesday 16 June 2020  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Time for Reflection: Reverend James Maciver, Minister, Stornoway Free 
Church, led Time for Reflection. 
 
2. Business Motion: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-22053—That the 
Parliament agrees to the following revisions to the programme of business for— 
 
(a) Tuesday 16 June— 
 
delete 
 
6.00 pm Decision Time 
 
insert 
 
5.30 pm Decision Time 

 

(b) Wednesday 17 June— 
 

delete 
 
6.00 pm Decision Time 
 
insert 



 

 

 

8.00 pm Decision Time 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
3. Topical Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries. 
 
4. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change 
and Land Reform (Roseanna Cunningham) made a statement and answered 
questions on Greenhouse Gas Emissions Statistics for 2018. 
 
5. Fiscal Implications of COVID-19: The Cabinet Secretary for Finance (Kate 
Forbes) moved S5M-22033—That the Parliament recognises the significant and 
ongoing fiscal pressures due to the COVID-19 pandemic; welcomes the additional 
funding made available to date by the UK Government; notes that the funding 
requirements of responding to COVID-19 have significantly exceeded that additional 
funding; agrees that additional fiscal flexibilities beyond those in the Fiscal Framework 
are required to be able to respond sufficiently to the pandemic, including support to 
businesses, communities and public services; further agrees that Scotland’s public 
finances should not face undue risks via the Fiscal Framework on account of any 
differential impact of COVID-19, and agrees that all parties and spheres of government 
should continue to work collaboratively and transparently on the collective fiscal 
response. 
 
Donald Cameron moved amendment S5M-22033.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22033 in the name of Kate Forbes (Fiscal 
Implications of COVID-19), leave out from “that the funding requirements” to 
“impact of COVID 19” and insert “the Scottish Government’s current borrowing 
powers and the extent to which they have been used in the current 2020-21 
budget; further notes that the Scottish Government now plans to make use of a 
further £66 million of reserves, leaving a total of £165 million in the Scotland 
Reserve; acknowledges that the UK Government is estimated to have spent in 
excess of £10 billion in Scotland throughout the course of this crisis to date; 
agrees that the Fiscal Framework concluded by both the UK and Scottish 
governments in 2016 is currently operating as it should; welcomes the protection 
of 800,000 Scottish jobs, thanks to the UK Government’s unprecedented 
economic interventions”. 
 

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 18, Against 55, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Jackie Baillie moved amendment S5M-22033.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22033 in the name of Kate Forbes (Fiscal 
Implications of COVID-19), leave out from “recognises” to end and insert “notes 
that the funding requirements of dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic have been 
substantial for both the Scottish and UK governments; welcomes the additional 
funding made available by the UK Government to tackle the pandemic, providing 
support for businesses and to retain jobs; further notes that both the Scottish 



 

 

Government and local authorities have contributed additional resources, that 
councils are equally exposed to financial risk and that there is likely to be a 
budget shortfall in local government; agrees that additional short-term flexibilities 
in the Fiscal Framework should be negotiated with the UK Government; notes 
that the limitations in the Fiscal Framework were agreed by the Scottish 
Government, and welcomes the opportunity to review this next year; agrees that 
all parties and levels of government should continue to work collaboratively and 
transparently on the collective fiscal response, and urges the Scottish 
Government to bring forward a package of measures to restart the economy.” 
 

After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT) by division: For 55, Against 18, 
Abstentions 0). As a result, amendment S5M-22033.4 was pre-empted. 
 
Patrick Harvie moved amendment S5M-22033.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22033 in the name of Kate Forbes (Fiscal 
Implications of COVID-19), insert at end “; recognises that economic recovery 
from COVID-19 will require a very substantial fiscal stimulus package as well as 
continuation of the job retention scheme in at least some sectors such as the 
hospitality industry; notes that the need for these further measures is recognised 
at EU level and regrets that the UK will be unable to participate in the EU’s 
stimulus package as a result of the UK Government’s choices, and believes that 
all fiscal interventions to respond to and recover from the COVID-19 pandemic 
must be designed to build back a better, fairer and more sustainable economy, 
and that investment in a green economy must be the most urgent priority for all 
governments, instead of supporting the continuation of exploitative and 
unsustainable practices.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT) by division: For 53, Against 18, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Willie Rennie moved amendment S5M-22033.4— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22033 in the name of Kate Forbes (Fiscal 
Implications of COVID-19), leave out from “; notes” to “differential impact of 
COVID-19” and insert “and directly to individuals and businesses in Scotland; 
notes that the funding requirements of responding to COVID-19 have been 
significant, and have also put pressure on local authorities responsible for 
delivering many of the services required to tackle the pandemic; agrees that 
additional fiscal flexibilities beyond those in the Fiscal Framework should be 
considered to be able to respond sufficiently to the pandemic, including support 
to businesses, communities and public services; further agrees that Scotland’s 
public finances should not face undue risks via the Fiscal Framework on account 
of any differential impact of COVID-19; believes that local government in 
Scotland should be treated fairly and transparently by the Scottish Government.” 

 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 55, Against 18, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved— 



 

 

That the Parliament notes that the funding requirements of dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic have been substantial for both the Scottish and UK governments; welcomes 
the additional funding made available by the UK Government to tackle the pandemic, 
providing support for businesses and to retain jobs; further notes that both the Scottish 
Government and local authorities have contributed additional resources, that councils 
are equally exposed to financial risk and that there is likely to be a budget shortfall in 
local government; agrees that additional short-term flexibilities in the Fiscal Framework 
should be negotiated with the UK Government; notes that the limitations in the Fiscal 
Framework were agreed by the Scottish Government, and welcomes the opportunity 
to review this next year; agrees that all parties and levels of government should 
continue to work collaboratively and transparently on the collective fiscal response; 
urges the Scottish Government to bring forward a package of measures to restart the 
economy; recognises that economic recovery from COVID-19 will require a very 
substantial fiscal stimulus package as well as continuation of the job retention scheme 
in at least some sectors such as the hospitality industry; notes that the need for these 
further measures is recognised at EU level and regrets that the UK will be unable to 
participate in the EU’s stimulus package as a result of the UK Government’s choices, 
and believes that all fiscal interventions to respond to and recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic must be designed to build back a better, fairer and more sustainable 
economy, and that investment in a green economy must be the most urgent priority 
for all governments, instead of supporting the continuation of exploitative and 
unsustainable practices. 
 
6. Legislative Consent Motion: Corporate Insolvency and Governance Bill – 
UK Legislation: The Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture (Fiona 
Hyslop) moved S5M-22034—That the Parliament agrees that the relevant provisions 
of the Corporate Insolvency and Governance Bill, introduced in the House of 
Commons on 20 May 2020, so far as they fall within the legislative competence of the 
Scottish Parliament, or alter the executive competence of the Scottish Ministers, 
should be considered by the UK Parliament. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 5 and 6 as noted above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.37 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

16 June 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 12 June 2020— 
 

Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee, 5th Report, 2020 (Session 5): 
Legislative Consent Memorandum on the Corporate Insolvency and 
Governance Bill (SP Paper 757) 

The following report was published on 15 June 2020—  

Finance and Constitution Committee, 6th Report, 2020 (Session 
5):  Subordinate legislation: The Budget (Scotland) Act 2020 Amendment 
Regulations 2020 (SP Paper 760) 

The following report was published on 16 June 2020—  

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 35th Report 2020 (Session 
5): Animals and Wildlife (Penalties, Protections and Powers) (Scotland) Bill 
(SP Paper 761) 

 
Legislative Consent Memorandum 
 
The following memorandum was lodged on 15 June 2020— 
 
Fergus Ewing, Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy and Tourism: Legislative 
Consent Memorandum on the Fisheries Bill (UK Parliament legislation) (LCM-S5-41) 
 
Subordinate Legislation 
 
Affirmative Instruments 
 
The following instrument was withdrawn and re-laid before the Parliament on 12 
June 2020— 
 
Legal Aid and Advice and Assistance (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Coronavirus) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 [draft] 
 laid under section 37 of the Legal Aid (Scotland) Act 1986 
 
Negative Instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 15 June 2020 and is 
subject to the negative procedure— 
 
Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Amendment 
Rules 2020 (SSI 2020/175) 
 laid under section 42 of the Prisons (Scotland) Act 1989 
 



 

 

The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 16 June 2020 and is 
subject to the negative procedure— 
 
Plant Health (Official Controls and Miscellaneous Provisions) (Miscellaneous 
Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (SSI 2020/176)  
 laid under paragraph 2 of schedule 2 of the European Communities Act 1972 
 
Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 15 June 2020 and is not 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Audit Scotland Annual report and accounts 2019/20 year ended 31 March 2020 
and independent auditor’s report (SP Paper 758) laid under section 25(6) of the 
Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000 
 
The following document was laid before the Parliament on 16 June 2020 and is not 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Scottish Greenhouse Gas Emissions 2018 SG/2020/90 laid under section 33 of 
the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 
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