
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 69, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 22 January 2020  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Government Business and Constitutional 
Relations and then on Culture, Tourism and External Affairs were answered by 
Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers. 
 
2. Investing in Our Future: Sarah Boyack moved S5M-20528—That the 
Parliament commits to supporting people and communities; believes that local 
government has a crucial role in doing that, and that the role of the Scottish 
Government is to ensure that it provides fair funding settlements to local government; 
commits to work with them and support them to ensure that education fully prepares 
young people for a rich and fulfilling life; considers that transport services enable 
people to fully engage with activities and work; recognises that local government has 
a pivotal role to play in looking after people, allowing them dignity and independence 
throughout life and providing quality care and support in their community; believes that 
local government has a crucial role to play in tackling some of the defining challenges 
facing Scottish working people, from the climate emergency to the drugs death 
epidemic; expresses dismay that local government has experienced a 
disproportionate level of public sector spending cuts, with real budgets falling 7% 
between 2013-14 and 2019-20, compared with the 2% cut to funding that the Scottish 
Government experienced over the same period, and therefore calls on the Scottish 
Government to provide investment in the services that communities need. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Local Government (Aileen Campbell) 
moved amendment S5M-20528.2— 
 



 

 

As an amendment to motion S5M-20528 in the name of Sarah Boyack (Investing 
in Our Future), leave out from “commits to supporting” to end and insert 
“considers that local government is a valued and essential partner in delivering 
services for the people of Scotland as co-signatories to the National Performance 
Framework; recognises that, since the start of the current parliamentary session 
in 2016, local government has received a cash increase in its overall budget 
settlement of £862 million, a real terms increase of 2.4%, as a result of the Budget 
agreements between the Scottish Government and the Scottish Green Party; 
considers that local government’s share of the overall Budget has been 
maintained at around 27%; notes the new fiscal powers being transferred to local 
government as part of the 2019 Budget deal; further notes that discussions on 
the power and responsibilities of local government are ongoing, and calls on all 
parties to act responsibly by bringing forward constructive proposals for the 
Scottish Budget.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 61, Against 61, 
Abstentions 0; amendment disagreed to on casting vote). 
 
Murdo Fraser moved amendment S5M-20528.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-20528 in the name of Sarah Boyack (Investing 
in Our Future), insert at end “by including in its forthcoming Budget for 2020-21 
an increase in local authority core revenue and capital funding from the Scottish 
Government of at least the rate of inflation, and providing full funding in addition 
to this for all new and additional commitments.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 55, Against 61, 
Abstentions 6). 
 
The motion was then disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 55, Against 61, Abstentions 
6). 
 
3. Business Motion: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-20546—That the 
Parliament agrees— 
 
(a) the following programme of business— 
 
Tuesday 28 January 2020 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Queen Elizabeth University Hospital Oversight 
Board Update 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 - 75th 
Anniversary 

followed by Committee Announcements 



 

 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 29 January 2020 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Health and Sport; Communities and Local Government 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Scotland’s Future 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 30 January 2020 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business  

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Security and Older People 

followed by Ministerial Statement: EU Exit 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Drugs and Alcohol - Preventing and 
Reducing Harms 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

Tuesday 4 February 2020 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.30 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 



 

 

Wednesday 5 February 2020 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Finance, Economy and Fair Work; Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 6 February 2020 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business  

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Economy 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Scottish Budget for 2020-21   

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Scottish Elections (Reform) Bill 

followed by Financial Resolution: Scottish Elections (Reform) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 27 January 
2020, in rule 13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the extent to which the 
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject matter 
or” are inserted. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
4. Business Motion: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-20545—That the 
Parliament agrees that consideration of the Animals and Wildlife (Penalties, 
Protections and Powers) (Scotland) Bill at stage 1 be extended to 13 March 2020. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on item 2 as noted above. 
 
6. Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 350th Anniversary: The Parliament 
debated S5M-20401 in the name of Jeremy Balfour—That the Parliament 



 

 

acknowledges the 350th anniversary of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh and the 
announcement of a year-long programme of events; understands that many events 
will focus on the climate crisis and global loss of biodiversity; notes that highlights 
include an expedition to Papua New Guinea, a Big Botanics Birthday Party, a gala 
concert, and the opening of a Garden of Tranquillity, which will provide a safe, peaceful 
and sensory space for visitors with dementia and their carers; further notes that the 
Botanics will also exhibit in the RHS Chelsea Flower Show Discovery Zone in May 
2020, showing how its work will help secure the future of the world’s plants, and 
understands that, in the last of its events, scientists will discuss the biodiversity crisis 
from a botanical perspective at a Halting Plant Extinction debate in November. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.50 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

22 January 2020 



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 22 January 2020 and is 
not subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Scottish Public Services Ombudsman: Compendium Report of Discontinued 
Investigations Compendium of Case Reports for January 2020 SPSO/2020/01 
laid under Sections 15(1) and 15(1A) of the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman 
Act 2002 
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