
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 66, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 15 January 2020  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 1.15 pm. 
 
1. The Valuable Role of Independent Prison Monitors: The Parliament debated 
S5M-19364 in the name of Alexander Stewart—That the Parliament acknowledges 
that, on 31 August 2015, the first independent prison monitors (IPM) went into 
Scotland’s 15 prisons, including HMP Glenochil in Clackmannanshire, to ensure 
humane treatment and conditions for prisoners; believes that, in the months leading 
up to the launch, HM Inspectorate of Prisons for Scotland (HMIPS) had been on a 
journey of change by developing a new structure for prison monitoring to replace the 
previous work done by the long-established prison visiting committees; notes that 
IPMs are volunteers from communities who visit prisons on at least a weekly basis to 
observe practices and to speak to prisoners about their experiences; understands that 
this information about conditions and treatment is collated and that the regional and 
national findings help detect patterns and provide information for continuous 
improvement; notes that this system is supported by a team of four prison monitoring 
co-ordinators based at HMIPS along with an advisory group with expertise in human 
rights, criminology, prisons and healthcare; acknowledges that each IPM holds 
statutory authority under the Public Services Reform (Inspection and Monitoring of 
Prisons) (Scotland) Order 2015; believes that the IPMs play an essential role in the 
justice system in aiming to ensure that prisoners’ human rights are upheld and that life 
in prison contributes to rehabilitation; considers that the IPM system has brought a 
new group of people from a wide range of backgrounds into prisons to act as the eyes 
and ears of prisoners and their families, and believes that the commitment, motivation 
and enthusiasm of the growing team of IPMs has been tangible over the last four years 
and this system has gone a long way to improving Scotland’s prisons, as well as 
informing best practice in independent monitoring to protect prisoners’ human rights. 



 

 

 
2. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Rural Economy and then on Transport, 
Infrastructure and Connectivity were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers. 
 
3. Education: Liz Smith moved S5M-20415—That the Parliament welcomes the 
acceptance by the Scottish Government that, following the unanimous conclusions 
reached by the Education and Skills Committee in its report, Subject choices in 
schools, which highlighted significant concerns regarding subject choice in many 
schools and their impact on hardworking teachers and young people, there should be 
a full review of the senior phase of the curriculum for excellence; calls for a full review 
of broad general education and how it articulates with the senior phase, but believes 
however that this review can only succeed if there is an accompanying acceptance 
from the Scottish Government that there are some key weaknesses in some key 
aspects of Scotland’s school education and the qualifications structure that challenge 
its claim that Scotland’s schools are producing “a strong set of results”. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills (John Swinney) moved amendment 
S5M-20415.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-20415 in the name of Liz Smith (Education), 
leave out from “calls for a full review” to end and insert “recalls the OECD review 
of broad general education in 2015 and the steps taken to implement the 
recommendations, including improving assessment, strengthening standards 
through the development of benchmarks and developing a refreshed narrative 
for the curriculum for excellence; notes ongoing work to reduce the burden of 
assessment and teacher workload through improvements to qualifications; 
welcomes the wider range of pathways, awards and qualifications available to 
young people, for example through Foundation Apprenticeships; notes ongoing 
improvements to learning and teaching, supported by regional improvement 
collaboratives; recognises the range of evidence of improvement published 
through the National Improvement Framework evidence report in December 
2019, and believes that a full debate on a Scottish Government motion on 
improving Scottish education should take place to coincide with the visit in Spring 
2020 of the OECD team to Scotland as part of their review of the senior phase, 
subject to the normal Parliamentary Bureau procedures and agreement by the 
Parliament.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 60, Against 63, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Iain Gray moved amendment S5M-20415.2— 

 
As an amendment to motion S5M-20415 in the name of Liz Smith (Education), 
after “which highlighted significant concerns regarding subject choice in many 
schools” insert “, the systematic use of multi-level teaching,”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 63, Against 60, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
The motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 63, Against 60, Abstentions 0). 



 

 

 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament welcomes the acceptance 
by the Scottish Government that, following the unanimous conclusions reached by the 
Education and Skills Committee in its report, Subject choices in schools, which 
highlighted significant concerns regarding subject choice in many schools, the 
systematic use of multi-level teaching, and their impact on hardworking teachers and 
young people, there should be a full review of the senior phase of the curriculum for 
excellence; calls for a full review of broad general education and how it articulates with 
the senior phase, but believes however that this review can only succeed if there is an 
accompanying acceptance from the Scottish Government that there are some key 
weaknesses in some key aspects of Scotland’s school education and the qualifications 
structure that challenge its claim that Scotland’s schools are producing “a strong set 
of results”. 
 
4. Business Motion: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey) moved S5M-20446—That the Parliament agrees— 
 
(a) the following programme of business— 
 
Tuesday 21 January 2020 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Ministerial Statement: The Strategy for Our Veterans - Taking the Strategy 
Forward in Scotland 

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Scottish National Investment Bank Bill 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.30 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 22 January 2020 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Government Business and Constitutional Relations; 
Culture, Tourism and External Affairs 

followed by Scottish Labour Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 23 January 2020 



 

 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business  

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Consumer Scotland Bill 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

Tuesday 28 January 2020 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 29 January 2020 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Health and Sport; Communities and Local Government 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 30 January 2020 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business  

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Security and Older People 

followed by Scottish Government Business 



 

 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 20 January 
2020, in rule 13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the extent to which the 
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject matter 
or” are inserted. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Business Motion: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-20447—That the 
Parliament agrees that consideration of the Female Genital Mutilation (Protection and 
Guidance) (Scotland) Bill at stage 2 be completed by 31 January 2020. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
6. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-20448—That the 
Parliament agrees that the Social Security Assistance (Investigation of Offences) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 117, Against 0, Abstentions 6). 
 
7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 3 and 6 as noted above. 
 
8. Celebrating Scotland’s Wetlands on World Wetlands Day 2020: The 
Parliament debated S5M-20295 in the name of John Finnie—That the Parliament 
celebrates World Wetlands Day on 2 February 2020; believes that Scotland’s wetlands 
are sites of important biodiversity, providing a habitat that is a unique home for a wide 
array of species of birds, fish, mammals and invertebrates, and provide vital hunting 
grounds for many other predator species; notes that these sites across Scotland are 
designated for their protection under the Ramsar Convention; understands that 
Scotland’s wetlands produce significant benefits to the overall environment and 
provide vital flood control and water filtration; believes that the climate emergency and 
continued development on these sites pose an existential threat to the future of 
Scotland’s wetlands and the species that call them home, and welcomes calls on the 
Scottish Government encouraging it to support continued and greater protection for 
Scotland’s wetlands. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.01 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

15 January 2020 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 15 January 2020—  
 
Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee, 1st Report, 2020 (Session 5): Legislative 
Consent Memorandum on the UK Direct Payments to Farmers (Legislative Continuity) 
Bill (LCM(S5)30) (SP Paper 658) 
 
New Subordinate Legislation 
 
Affirmative Instruments 
 
The following instruments were laid on 15 January 2020 and are subject to the 
affirmative procedure— 
 
Representation of the People (Annual Canvass) Amendment (Scotland) Order 2020 
(SSI 2020/draft) 
Laid under section 11(2) of the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 
 
Representation of the People (Data Matching) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (SSI 
2020/draft) 
Laid under section 201(2) of the Representation of the People Act 1983 
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