
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 36, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Tuesday 8 October 2019  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Time for Reflection: Reverend Gordon Kennedy, Minister, Craiglockhart Parish 
Church, Edinburgh, led Time for Reflection. 
 
2. Business Motion: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-19312—That the 
Parliament agrees to the following revision to the programme of business for 
Wednesday 9 October 2019— 
 
delete 
6.40 pm Decision Time 
 
and insert 
8.00 pm Decision Time 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
3. Topical Questions: Questions were answered by a Cabinet Secretary and a 
Minister. 
 
4. Ministerial Statement: The Deputy First Minister (John Swinney) made a 
statement and answered questions on Scottish Government overview of ‘No Deal’ 
preparations. 
 



 

 

5. Ministerial Statement: The Minister for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands 
(Paul Wheelhouse) made a statement and answered questions on the Proposed 
National Plan for Scotland’s Islands. 
 
6. Supporting Innovation: The Minister for Trade, Investment and Innovation 
(Ivan McKee) moved S5M-19287—That the Parliament acknowledges that business 
innovation is of central importance to the Scottish economy; notes the Scottish 
Government’s initiatives to ensure that Scotland is a globally competitive, 
entrepreneurial, inclusive and sustainable economy with thriving and innovative 
businesses with quality jobs and fair work for everyone, and recognises the increasing 
levels of business investment in R&D, the increased number of businesses 
collaborating within supply chains and an increase in R&D jobs as a percentage of 
total employment, all of which contribute towards a sustainable, inclusive future for the 
people of Scotland. 
 
Alexander Burnett moved amendment S5M-19287.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-19287 in the name of Ivan McKee 
(Supporting Innovation), insert at end “; notes that Scotland’s R&D expenditure 
per head remains well below UK levels, and calls on the Scottish Government 
to work with the UK Government under the UK Industrial Strategy to increase 
levels of innovation in Scotland’s economy.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 49, Against 58, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Rhoda Grant moved amendment S5M-19287.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-19287 in the name of Ivan McKee 
(Supporting Innovation), leave out from “notes” to end and insert “recognises 
that, without devising and implementing a comprehensive industrial strategy, 
the Scottish Government cannot truly tackle the country’s stagnated economic 
growth, poor earnings growth and low productivity levels; considers that failure 
to create a framework for industries has led to Scotland’s gross expenditure on 
R&D as a percentage of GDP being lower than that for the UK, EU and OECD 
countries, and urges the Scottish Government to implement an industrial 
strategy that supports expenditure in R&D activity among businesses that helps 
build an innovative and prosperous economic future for the people of Scotland.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 49, Against 52, 
Abstentions 6). 
 
The motion was then agreed to (DT). 
 
7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on item 6 as noted above. 
 
8. 50 Years of the Institute of Occupational Medicine: The Parliament debated 
S5M-18154 in the name of Gordon MacDonald—That the Parliament congratulates 
the Institute of Occupational Medicine (IOM), a charity based in Edinburgh, on its 50th 
anniversary; notes that IOM was founded in Edinburgh as an independent research 



 

 

organisation in 1969 by the National Coal Board, primarily to complete groundbreaking 
research on lung disease in coal mine workers; further notes that IOM’s work has now 
progressed and broadened to understand and mitigate a range of occupational and 
environmental health risks, including from exposure to quartz and other dusts, 
asbestos, other fibrous materials, carbon nanotubes, ultraviolet radiation, air pollution 
and physical and psychological stress; believes that IOM’s research has been critical 
in leading to the understanding that coal mining not only caused the specific disease 
known as coal workers’ pneumoconiosis but also an increased risk of chronic 
obstructive lung disease (COPD); understands that IOM has been a leading player in 
Europe in collaborative research related to the safety of nanomaterials and that 
SAFENANO, IOM’s Centre of Excellence, was one of the first recognised 
organisations developing the safe use of nanotechnology; considers that IOM has 
made an important contribution to policy nationally and internationally through 
developing, interpreting and assessing the scientific evidence on the health risks of 
these issues; believes that IOM’s research and other scientific work over the last 50 
years has improved people’s health and safety at work, at home and in the 
environment, and thanks everyone who has been a part IOM over the last 50 years 
for their work to create a healthy and sustainable world through outstanding 
independent science. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.39 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Assistant Clerk of the Parliament 

8 October 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Negative instruments  
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 4 October 2019 and is 
subject to the negative procedure— 
 
M8 Motorway (Junction 29A Off Slip Road) (40mph Speed Limit) Regulations 2019 
Laid under section 134(6) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
 
Laid Only instruments  
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 4 October 2019 and is 
not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (Scotland) Order 2019 (SSI 2019/310) 
Laid under section 30(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010 
 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 1 October 2019— 
 
Local Government and Communities Committee, 9th Report 2019 (Session 5), Stage 
1 Report on the Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill  
 
Other Documents 
 
The following document was laid before the Parliament on 4 October 2019 and is not 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Scottish Canals Annual Report & Accounts 2018/2019 SG/2019/203 laid under 
Section 24(3) of the Transport Act 1962 and Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and 
Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000 
 
The following document was laid before the Parliament on 8 October 2019 and is not 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Scottish Government Overview of ‘No Deal’ Preparations SG/2019/204 laid at the 
request of a member of the Scottish Government and not under any laying power. 
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