
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 34, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 2 October 2019  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Rural Economy and then on Transport, 
Infrastructure and Connectivity were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers. 
 
2. Give Them Time Campaign: Iain Gray moved S5M-19193—That the 
Parliament recognises that, under the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, parents have 
the legal right to defer their child’s entry to primary education if they are not five 
years old by the commencement of the school year; understands that those children 
who are born in January and February have an automatic entitlement to funded early 
learning and childcare during the deferred year, while those born between August 
and December do not have this automatic entitlement; commends the “Give Them 
Time” campaign for their work in highlighting this issue; calls on the Scottish 
Government to bring forward legislation in this parliamentary session to automatically 
entitle young people aged four, who are born between August and December, to 
funded early learning and childcare in line with statutory government provision for 
three- and four-year-olds when their parents use their legal right to defer entry to P1, 
and further calls on the Scottish Government to work with COSLA to ensure the 
necessary resources are available. 
 
The Minister for Children and Young People (Maree Todd) moved amendment S5M-
19193.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-19193 in the name of Iain Gray (Give Them 
Time Campaign), insert at end “, and agrees that, in line with the principles of 
local democracy, this should be advanced with the agreement of local 



 

 

government following proper assessment of the resource implications, and in 
partnership with parents and the sector.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 57, Against 60, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
The motion was then agreed to (DT). 
 
3. Don’t Extend the ScotRail Franchise: Colin Smyth moved S5M-19190—
That the Parliament believes that the Scottish Government should not extend the 
current ScotRail franchise beyond its first expiry date in 2022. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity (Michael 
Matheson) moved amendment S5M-19190.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-19190 in the name of Colin Smyth (Don’t 
Extend the ScotRail Franchise), leave out from “believes” to end and insert 
“notes that the Scottish Government has already started the careful and 
necessary assessment specified in the franchise contract to determine the 
ScotRail contract end date; welcomes the opportunity offered by the Williams 
Rail Review, which was established by the UK Government, to create a 
sensible rail industry structure for Scotland; notes that the Scottish 
Government does not consider rail franchising fit for purpose, as the Review 
has already concluded, and calls on the Parliament to support the overdue 
and necessary change to full Scottish public sector control of the structure, 
governance and operation of the Scottish railway system.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 57, Against 60, 
Abstentions 0). 

 
Jamie Greene moved amendment S5M-19190.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-19190 in the name of Colin Smyth (Don’t 
Extend the ScotRail Franchise), leave out from “believes” to end and insert 
“notes that the Scottish Government has issued two remedial notices to 
ScotRail with a delivery deadline of 30 May 2020; understands that a no-
rebasing notice to early terminate the franchise would have to be issued by 
the end of the calendar year; believes that the operator should be given the 
contractual ability to fulfil its obligations in the remedial plan; notes that the 
Williams Rail Review is due to report by the end of 2019; recognises that the 
Scottish Government reserves the right to issue a default notice and 
termination of the franchise at any point, and calls on the Scottish 
Government to propose a long-term, sustainable vision for the future of 
Scotland’s railways that looks beyond 2025.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 28, Against 89, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
The motion was then disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 32, Against 85, Abstentions 
0). 



 

 

4. Business Motion: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-19209—That the 
Parliament agrees— 
 
(a) the following programme of business— 
 
Tuesday 8 October 2019 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Ministerial Statement: The Proposed National Plan for Scotland’s Islands 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Supporting Innovation 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 9 October 2019 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Government Business and Constitutional Relations; 
Culture, Tourism and External Affairs 

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Transport (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 10 October 2019 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 



 

 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills   

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Financial Resolution: Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Tuesday 29 October 2019 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Scottish Government Business  

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 30 October 2019 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Health and Sport; Communities and Local Government 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 31 October 2019 



 

 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Security and Older People 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 7 October 
2019, in rule 13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the extent to which the 
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject 
matter or” are inserted. 

The motion was agreed to. 

5. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-19210—That the 
Parliament agrees that the Carer’s Assistance (Young Carer Grants) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2019 [draft] be approved. 

The motion was agreed to (DT). 

6. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-19211—That the 
Parliament agrees that the Scottish Tribunals (Listed Tribunals) Regulations 2019 
[draft] be approved. 

The motion was agreed to (DT). 

7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 2, 3, 5 and 6 as 
noted above. 

8. Scottish Women and Girls in Sport Week: The Parliament debated S5M-
18943 in the name of Emma Harper—That the Parliament welcomes Scottish 
Women and Girls in Sport Week, which takes place from 28 September to 4 October 
2019; notes that the theme for 2019 is “Leaders Behind the Leaders”; understands 
that leaders in sport and physical activity help provide a legacy of confident, 
knowledgeable and experienced people, who throughout their life in sport and 
physical activity, will help build and strengthen the world-class sporting system for 
everyone in Scotland; believes that leaders in sport are crucial role models who 
motivate, promote and inspire others to participate in sport and physical activity in 
schools, local sports clubs and in the local community; recognises those who work 



 

 

behind the scenes in sport and physical activity and their role in supporting and 
inspiring female leaders in sport; welcomes the opportunity provided by Scottish 
Women and Girls in Sport Week to showcase and promote women and girls’ 
participation in sport and physical activity, and celebrates the role models who 
support and inspire female leaders in sport to be the best they can be. 

9. Motion without notice: Emma Harper moved without notice that, under Rule 
8.14.3, the debate be extended by up to 30 minutes. The motion was agreed to. 

The meeting closed at 6.02 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Assistant Clerk of the Parliament 

2 October 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Other Documents 
 
The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 2 October 2019 and are 
not subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Annual Report and Accounts 2018-19 
SG/2019/156 laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and Accountability 
(Scotland) Act 2000 
 
Revenue Scotland Annual Report and Financial Statements for the Year ended 
31 March 2019 Devolved Taxes Account RS/2019/01 laid under the Revenue 
Scotland and Tax Powers Act 2014. 
 
Revenue Scotland Annual Report and Financial Statements for the Year ended 
31 March 2019 Resource Accounts RS/2019/02 laid under the Revenue Scotland 
and Tax Powers Act 2014. 
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