
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 25, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 11 September 2019  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 1.15 pm. 
 
1. 100th Anniversary of the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund: The Parliament 
debated S5M-18355 in the name of Alexander Stewart—That the Parliament 
congratulates the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund (RAFBF) on reaching its 100th 
anniversary in 2019; understands that the organisation was formed by Lord 
Trenchard one year after the formation of the Royal Air Force with King George VI as 
Patron; acknowledges that it was previously known as the Royal Air Force Welfare 
Fund due to one of its objectives being the raising of a memorial to airmen who died 
in the First World War; notes that it is the Royal Air Force’s leading welfare charity, 
providing financial, emotional and practical support to serving and former members 
of the RAF, regardless of their rank, in addition to their partners and dependants; 
acknowledges that, under its current Patron, The Queen, the RAFBF was awarded a 
Royal Charter in 1999, which was updated in 2008 by the addition of a new 
charitable object permitting the organisation’s work towards supporting the wellbeing 
and morale of serving RAF personnel; understands that, in its first year, welfare 
expenditure was £919, with the first welfare assistance being a shilling for a night’s 
lodging to give the recipient a chance to seek work; considers that today the charity 
provides a far broader range of support to more than 55,000 members of the “RAF 
Family”, with a reported expenditure in 2017 of £18.8 million; acknowledges that the 
RAFBF also engages with many civilian companies, councils and local authorities 
across the Mid Scotland and Fife region, Scotland and the UK as a whole, and 
commends the charity and its staff and volunteers for their tireless work for the 
welfare and wellbeing of others. 
 



 

 

2. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Justice and the Law Officers and then on 
Government Business and Constitutional Relations were answered by Cabinet 
Secretaries, Ministers and the Lord Advocate. 
 
3. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport (Jeane 
Freeman) made a statement and answered questions on the Royal Hospital for 
Children and Young People (RHCYP). 
 
4. Citizens’ Assembly of Scotland: The Cabinet Secretary for Government 
Business and Constitutional Relations (Michael Russell) moved S5M-18778—That 
the Parliament supports the use of deliberative democracy in Scotland; welcomes 
the establishment of the Citizens’ Assembly of Scotland and the appointment of its 
independent conveners, Kate Wimpress and David Martin; notes the principles, remit 
and terms of reference for the Assembly; further notes that the Assembly’s report will 
be laid before the Parliament; commits to the Scottish Government considering the 
recommendations in that report and to holding a debate to allow the Parliament to 
respond to those recommendations, and agrees that, within three months of 
receiving the report, the Scottish Government should publish a plan setting out how 
those recommendations that have been agreed by the Parliament will be 
implemented, and should lay that plan before the Parliament. 
 
Willie Rennie moved amendment S5M-18778.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-18778 in the name of Michael Russell 
(Citizens’ Assembly of Scotland), leave out from “welcomes” to end and insert 
“regrets that the first opportunity taken by the Scottish Government is a citizens’ 
assembly announced as a part of a package of measures to achieve Scottish 
independence, which was welcomed by SNP MPs as part of the route to 
independence, and notes that Scottish ministers have not agreed to abide by 
the recommendations of the assembly if it rejects Scottish independence.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 34, Against 86, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
The motion was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 86, Against 5, Abstentions 29). 
 
5. Business Motion: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-18797—That the 
Parliament agrees— 
 
(a) the following programme of business— 
 
Tuesday 17 September 2019 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Investing in our Credit Unions 



 

 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: The Impact of the UK Government’s 
Family Migration Policy on Scotland 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 18 September 2019 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills; Health and Sport 

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 19 September 2019 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Communities and Local Government 

followed by Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee Debate: Bill Proposal on 
Pre-release Access to Statistics 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Tuesday 24 September 2019 



 

 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Finance and Constitution Committee Debate: Common Frameworks 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 25 September 2019 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Security and Older People; Finance, Economy 
and Fair Work 

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) 
(Scotland) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 26 September 2019 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Scottish National Investment Bank Bill 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 



 

 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 16 September 
2019, in rule 13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the extent to which the 
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject 
matter or” are inserted. 

The motion was agreed to. 

6. Designation of Lead Committee: The Minister for Parliamentary Business 
and Veterans (Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-
18798—That the Parliament agrees that the Justice Committee be designated as the 
lead committee in consideration of the Children (Scotland) Bill. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 

7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 4 and 6 as noted 
above. 
 
8. 10th Anniversary of Scottish Food and Drink Fortnight: The Parliament 
debated S5M-18571 in the name of Alasdair Allan—That the Parliament celebrates 
the 10th anniversary of Scottish Food and Drink Fortnight, which this year runs from 
31 August to 15 September 2019; welcomes the aims of the fortnight to encourage 
more people to buy, eat and promote Scottish food and drink, and have as many 
people as possible taking part in the nation’s biggest food and drink celebration, with 
events taking place throughout the country; acknowledges the growth in Scotland’s 
food and drink sector and the contribution it makes to the economy, with a record 
£14.8 billion turnover and £6.3 billion in exports; acknowledges the ambition of the 
national food and drink strategy, Ambition 2030, to double the value of the industry 
by 2030, and believes that Scotland has some of the most popular protected food 
name products in Europe, including Stornoway Black Pudding PGI, which make a 
unique contribution to what it considers its food and drink success story. 
 
9. Motion Without Notice: Alasdair Allan moved without notice that, under Rule 
8.14.3, the debate be extended by up to 30 minutes. The motion was agreed to. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.04 pm. 
 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

11 September 2019 
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