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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 3, No. 93, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 21 March 2019 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3.  Men’s Sheds: The Parliament debated S5M-15855 in the name of Christine 
Grahame—That the Parliament recognises the important contribution that the Men’s 
Sheds movement makes to people’s wellbeing; notes that there are now sheds 
running or in development across the length and breadth of the country, including in 
Lauder, Galashiels, Peebles, Mayfield and Roslin; understands that the activities and 
groups vary from community to community but that, by and large, the sheds provide 
a meeting place for men to undertake activities in a friendly, supportive and social 
environment; believes that such groups can have a positive impact on men’s mental 
health and wellbeing by providing supportive groups that offer an opportunity for 
them to feel more able to open up about anything bothering them as well as helping 
them build positive ties in their community, and hopes that more sheds can continue 
to be established.  
 
4. Motion Without Notice: Christine Grahame moved without notice that, under 
Rule 8.14.3, the debate be extended by up to 30 minutes. The motion was agreed to.  
 
5. Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Questions: Questions were 
answered by members of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body. 
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6. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Health and Sport were answered by a 
Cabinet Secretary and a Minister. 
 
7. Land Reform in Scotland, Delivering for Now and the Future: The Cabinet 
Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform (Roseanna 
Cunningham) moved S5M-16445—That the Parliament agrees that land is one of 
Scotland’s most important assets; recognises the value of the Scottish Land Rights 
and Responsibilities Statement in providing a framework for land decisions and land 
management in Scotland; recognises the close relationship between land ownership 
and land use; agrees that community ownership of land should be the norm and not 
simply a response to market failure or disputes with landowners; recognises the 
importance of the Scottish Land Fund in supporting community land and asset 
buyouts; recognises that the work of the Scottish Land Commission is making a 
positive contribution to delivering the Scottish Government’s land reform agenda, 
and agrees the importance of ensuring that land reform continues to be a key policy 
priority to change the entrenched and inequitable pattern of land ownership in 
Scotland so that everyone can benefit from land.  
 
Edward Mountain moved amendment S5M-16445.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-16445 in the name of Roseanna 
Cunningham (Land Reform in Scotland, Delivering for Now and the Future), 
leave out from “the value” to end and insert “and welcomes the increasing 
diversity of land ownership, which includes charities as well as communities; 
acknowledges the close relationship between land ownership and land use; 
recognises the importance of the Scottish Land Fund in supporting community 
ownership, and believes that both communities and landowners work better 
together where both sides respect the needs of each other.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 27, Against 87, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Claudia Beamish moved amendment S5M-16445.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-16445 in the name of Roseanna 
Cunningham (Land Reform in Scotland, Delivering for Now and the Future), 
insert at end “and assets, both rural and urban, across the country, and urges 
the Scottish Government to support the recommendations of the Scottish 
Land Commission on how to deliver interventions in the operation of 
Scotland’s land markets and ownerships that will provide disincentives to the 
future accrual of large privately owned land holdings and help deliver a more 
equitable distribution in the ownership of Scotland’s land assets in the public 
interest.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 83, Against 32, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Andy Wightman moved amendment S5M-16445.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-16445 in the name of Roseanna 
Cunningham (Land Reform in Scotland, Delivering for Now and the Future), 
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leave out from “community ownership” to end and insert “common ownership 
of land should be the norm and not simply a response to market failure or 
disputes with landowners; recognises the importance of the Scottish Land 
Fund in supporting community land and asset buyouts; recognises that the 
work of the Scottish Land Commission is making a positive contribution to 
delivering the Scottish Government’s land reform agenda; agrees the 
importance of ensuring that land reform continues to be a key policy priority to 
change the entrenched and inequitable pattern of land ownership in Scotland 
so that everyone can benefit from land, and endorses the findings of the 
Scottish Land Commission’s investigation into the issues associated with 
large-scale and concentrated ownership in Scotland.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 32, Against 83, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 83, Against 32, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament agrees that land is one of 
Scotland’s most important assets; recognises the value of the Scottish Land Rights 
and Responsibilities Statement in providing a framework for land decisions and land 
management in Scotland; recognises the close relationship between land ownership 
and land use; agrees that community ownership of land should be the norm and not 
simply a response to market failure or disputes with landowners; recognises the 
importance of the Scottish Land Fund in supporting community land and asset 
buyouts; recognises that the work of the Scottish Land Commission is making a 
positive contribution to delivering the Scottish Government’s land reform agenda; 
agrees the importance of ensuring that land reform continues to be a key policy 
priority to change the entrenched and inequitable pattern of land ownership in 
Scotland so that everyone can benefit from land and assets, both rural and urban, 
across the country, and urges the Scottish Government to support the 
recommendations of the Scottish Land Commission on how to deliver interventions 
in the operation of Scotland’s land markets and ownerships that will provide 
disincentives to the future accrual of large privately owned land holdings and help 
deliver a more equitable distribution in the ownership of Scotland’s land assets in the 
public interest. 
 
8.  Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on item 7 as noted above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.04 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

21 March 2019 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Laid only instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 21 March 2019 and is not 
subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Air Weapons and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2015 (Commencement No. 9 and 
Transitional Provisions) Order 2019 (SSI 2019/99 (C.2)) 
laid under section 30 of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010 
 
Committee Reports 

The following reports were published on 21 March 2019—  
 
Justice Committee 8th Report, 2019 (Session 5): The Services of Lawyers and 
Lawyer’s Practice (EU Exit) (Scotland) (Amendment etc.) Regulations 2019 (SP 
Paper 499) 
 
Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee, 6th Report 2019 (Session 5) 
Subordinate Legislation considered by the Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Committee on 13 March 2019 (SP Paper 500)  
 
The following report will be published on 25 March 2019— 
 
Finance and Constitution Committee, 4th Report, 2019 (Session 5): Report on 
Common Frameworks (SP Paper 498) 
 
Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 21 March 2019 and is not 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
HMICS Local Policing+ Inspection Programme Inspection of Greater Glasgow 
Division report (HMICS/2019/01): laid under section 79(3) of the Police and Fire 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 
 
Investigatory Powers Commissioner's Office Annual Report 2017 (SG/2019/28):  
laid under Section 234(8) of the Investigatory Powers Act 2016 
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