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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 3, No. 90, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 14 March 2019 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3.  50th Anniversary of the Longhope Lifeboat Disaster: The Parliament 
debated S5M-15935 in the name of Liam McArthur—That the Parliament 
commemorates the 50th anniversary of the Longhope lifeboat tragedy, which took 
place on 17 March 1969; recalls with great sadness that all eight crew members on 
board the lifeboat, TGB, perished as it capsized in heavy seas after responding to a 
call from the Wick Coastguard to assist the Liberian-registered vessel, Irene, which 
was in difficulty and drifting 21 miles east of Duncansby Head; understands that, 
while the Irene was finally driven onto rocks at Grimness in South Ronaldsay, and 
the crew brought safely ashore, TGB and her crew were not so fortunate, with the 
vessel being discovered capsized four miles south west of Tor Ness on 18 March; 
recognises the shock felt by the whole Orkney community at such a tragic loss of life, 
but in particular acknowledges the devastating impact on the small community of 
Brims in Longhope on the island of Hoy, which suffered the loss of a quarter of its 
population that night; believes that the tragedy was compounded by the fact that 
fathers and their sons were among those who perished; pays tribute to the ultimate 
sacrifice made by Coxswain Dan Kirkpatrick, Second Coxswain Jimmy Johnston, 
Bowman Ray Kirkpatrick, Mechanic Robert B Johnston, Assistant Mechanic Jimmy 
Swanson, and lifeboat men Jack Kirkpatrick, Robert Johnston and Eric McFadyen; 
agrees wholeheartedly with the sentiment on the memorial to all eight crew members 
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“that greater love hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for his fellow men”; 
notes that the current crew includes relatives of the crew from 1969, and that they, 
along with others, help run the Longhope Lifeboat Museum, which provides a fitting 
reminder of the disaster, as well as the life-saving work carried out by the crew of the 
TGB; wishes those from the local community involved in organising events to mark 
this difficult anniversary all the best, and extends its heartfelt thanks to lifeboat crews 
across the country for the selfless work that they do on behalf of the island and 
coastal communities they serve with such bravery and distinction. 
 
4. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Government Business and Constitutional 
Relations were answered by a Cabinet Secretary and a Minister. 
 
5. Ministerial Statement: The Minister for Further Education, Higher Education 
and Science (Richard Lochhead) made a statement and answered questions on 
Update on the Impact of Brexit on the Scottish Further and Higher Education 
Sectors. 
 
6. Building on Scotland’s Strengths in Technology and Engineering to 
Become Europe’s Leading Space Nation: The Minister for Trade, Investment and 
Innovation (Ivan McKee) moved S5M-16312—That the Parliament welcomes the 
rapid growth of the Scottish space sector; notes that it now accounts for 18% of all 
jobs in the UK space industry; encourages investment in support of the ambition to 
deliver a full end-to-end space sector capability in Scotland, to build, launch and 
operate satellites; agrees that now is the time to take advantage of the strengths that 
Scotland has in technology, engineering and data science to realise this ambition; 
further agrees that Scotland’s clear strengths in small satellite manufacturing and 
space data are starting points for success, laying the foundations for Scotland to 
become Europe’s leading space nation, and considers that this success will be 
enhanced by Scotland’s plan to become the site of the first spaceport in Europe.  
 
Edward Mountain moved amendment S5M-16312.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-16312 in the name of Ivan McKee (Building 
on Scotland’s Strengths in Technology and Engineering to Become Europe’s 
Leading Space Nation), insert at end “, and welcomes both the Space Industry 
Act 2018 and the UK Government’s Industrial Strategy, which includes support 
for a £50 million programme to support small satellite launches and sub-orbital 
flight from UK spaceports.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 79, Against 21, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
David Stewart moved amendment S5M-16312.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-16312 in the name of Ivan McKee (Building 
on Scotland’s Strengths in Technology and Engineering to Become Europe’s 
Leading Space Nation), insert at end “; notes the crucial diversification to the 
Scottish economy that the space sector provides; considers that future 
commercial viability will be dependent on the European small satellite launch 
on demand service, and notes the comparative advantage that Scotland 
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enjoys for spaceport location by providing access to sun-synchronous and 
polar orbits.” 
 

After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT). 
 
Tavish Scott moved amendment S5M-16312.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-16312 in the name of Ivan McKee (Building 
on Scotland’s Strengths in Technology and Engineering to Become Europe’s 
Leading Space Nation), insert at end “, and supports the creation of enterprise 
zones in those areas of Scotland where space activity is being developed.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 19, Against 81, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 79, Against 21, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament welcomes the rapid 
growth of the Scottish space sector; notes that it now accounts for 18% of all jobs in 
the UK space industry; encourages investment in support of the ambition to deliver a 
full end-to-end space sector capability in Scotland, to build, launch and operate 
satellites; agrees that now is the time to take advantage of the strengths that 
Scotland has in technology, engineering and data science to realise this ambition; 
further agrees that Scotland’s clear strengths in small satellite manufacturing and 
space data are starting points for success, laying the foundations for Scotland to 
become Europe’s leading space nation, and considers that this success will be 
enhanced by Scotland’s plan to become the site of the first spaceport in Europe; 
welcomes both the Space Industry Act 2018 and the UK Government’s Industrial 
Strategy, which includes support for a £50 million programme to support small 
satellite launches and sub-orbital flight from UK spaceports; notes the crucial 
diversification to the Scottish economy that the space sector provides; considers that 
future commercial viability will be dependent on the European small satellite launch 
on demand service, and notes the comparative advantage that Scotland enjoys for 
spaceport location by providing access to sun-synchronous and polar orbits. 
 
7.   Parliamentary Bureau Motion: Graeme Dey, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved— 
 
S5M-16365—That the Parliament agrees that the Scottish Landfill Tax (Standard 
Rate and Lower Rate) Order 2019 be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
8.  Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 6 and 7 as noted 
above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.07 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

14 March 2019  
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