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Passage of the Bill 

The Hutchesons’ Hospital Transfer and Dissolution (Scotland) Bill was a 
private bill. This means that it benefits a private person or body rather than the 
general public. Private bills follow a different procedure from most other bills 
considered by the Scottish Parliament.  

A specific bill committee – the Hutchesons’ Hospital Transfer and Dissolution 
(Scotland) Bill Committee – was established to consider the Bill.  

The Preliminary Stage is the equivalent of Stage 1 consideration for public 
bills. The Committee published its Preliminary Stage report on 20 December 
2018.  

A Preliminary Stage debate was held on 20 February 2019.  

Consideration Stage, where the Committee considers objections and 
amendments, took place on 6 March 2019.  

The Final Stage debate took place in the Chamber on 25 April 2019. The Bill 
was passed and received royal assent on 31 May 2019.  

Purpose and objectives of the Bill 

The Hutchesons’ Hospital Bill deals with a charitable fund which pays 
allowances to needy Glaswegians and supports bursaries to Hutchesons’ 
Grammar School.  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/108713.aspx
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/HH/2018/12/20/Hutchesons--Hospital-Transfer-and-Dissolution--Scotland--Bill---Preliminary-Stage-Report/HHS052018R1.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11947&mode=pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11983&mode=pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12056&mode=pdf


 
 

 
 

2 

The governance arrangements for the charity have become unwieldy and 
inefficient over time. The Bill would modernise arrangements for running the 
charity.  

Provisions of the Bill 

The Bill would: 

• transfer the assets of the current charity to a new, modern form of 
charity, constituted as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation; 
and 

• repeal the Hutchesons Hospital Act 1872, which contains the current 
governance arrangements.  

Parliamentary consideration 

The Bill was not controversial. The Committee took evidence from one of the 
patrons of the charity, as well as supporting lawyers. It was persuaded of the 
benefits of modernising the governance arrangements.  

No objections were received at Consideration Stage, and no amendments 
were tabled.  

The Bill was passed unanimously.  


