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9 September 2020 

Dear Ms Fabiani 

Committee on the Scottish Government Handling Complaints 

At yesterday’s meeting of the Committee I was asked about special adviser involvement in the 
Scottish Government’s participation of the judicial review to which I responded to the best of 
my recollection and comitted to providing further information.  I would like to clarify as a matter 
of priority what I said on this point.  I will write to you separately in relation to other questions 
about which I was asked for further information. 

As set out in the Scottish Government’s written statement to the Committee on the judicial 
review, special advisers were involved in aspects of the Government’s work in relation to the 
judicial review along with other civil servants.  

The Scottish Government has already published information on this issue in response to a 
Freedom of Information request (19/01156), which was referred to in the Scottish 
Government’s written statement to the Committee on the judicial review.  It sets out details of 
internal Scottish Government meetings held during the course of the judicial review, including 
the involvement of Liz Lloyd, Chief of Staff, in some of these meetings. That response can be 
found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01156/. In another Freedom of 
Information response (19/01942) we have given additional details of who attended meetings: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01942/.    

As I explained yesterday, both myself and Scottish Ministers were co-respondents in the 
judicial review.  The Chief of Staff’s involvement in meetings enabled her to advise the First 
Minister in this context. 
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My answer on this point in oral evidence to the Committee was based upon my best 
recollection at the time but I accept that the record shows that the information above is correct. 
I apologise for not having that level of detail at the front of my mind in answering the point put 
to me. 

Yours sincerely 

Leslie Evans 
Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government 
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