
 

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01591 

Name of petitioner

Catriona MacDonald on behalf of SOS-NHS 

Petition title

Major redesign of healthcare services in Skye, Lochalsh and South West Ross 

Petition summary

The petition calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to reverse 
its approval of the major service change to healthcare services in Skye, Lochalsh and 
South West Ross.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

We participated at every possible opportunity in NHS Highland's consultation on the 
proposed service changes and campaigned against these changes. We highlighted 
issues with the consultation and design process to Dave Thompson MSP in December 
2014 and sought to explore concerns with senior NHS Highland representatives at a 
meeting in January 2015 that was chaired by Mr Thompson.

We held public meetings in March and June 2015, each attended by several hundred 
people, to raise awareness and demonstrate support for our campaign to have an 
Independent Scrutiny Panel (ISP) examine NHS Highland's major service change 
proposals. Over 4500 signatures have been collected on a petition calling on the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health to establish an Independent Scrutiny Panel (ISP) to 
examine the NHS Highland proposals.

We sought to engage the support of all the May 2015 General Election local 
parliamentary candidates for an ISP, and spoke with the First Minister during her pre-
election visit to Portree to raise our concerns. We met with Mary Scanlon MSP who 
raised a parliamentary question on our behalf on 10 June 2015.

We are seeking reversal of the Scottish Government’s approval of NHS Highland’s 
major service change proposals for hospital and healthcare services in Skye, Lochalsh 
and South West Ross, because we are extremely concerned about the potential impact 
of the proposed service changes on our remote and rural population.

Petition background information

NHS Highland has decided to close two hospitals and build a single new one for the 
area without assessing the medical, health and social care needs of the Skye, Lochalsh 
and South West Ross population. We have evidence that the design process and the 
public consultation that sought to justify its outcome are both deeply flawed. We 



believe that the proposed major service change will lead to deterioration in the safety 
and efficiency of, and equitable access to, essential health services and will have a 
significant impact on the sustainability of living in the North of Skye.

We therefore urge the Scottish Government to reverse its authorisation of the proposed 
major service change and to establish an Independent Scrutiny Panel, which would be 
charged with determining the medical, health and social care needs of the communities 
of Skye, Lochalsh & South West Ross. The Panel would then require NHS Highland to 
respond and amend the design based on the findings of the Panel.

Unique web address

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/skyelochalshsouthwestross 

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect 
signatures online?

NO 

How many signatures have you collected so far?

4500 

Closing date for collecting signatures online

N/A

Comments to stimulate online discussion


