
 

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01590 

Name of petitioner

Nick Pahl on behalf of British Acupuncture Council 

Petition title

Licences for Acupuncturists 

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to make a provision 
that exempts British Acupuncture Council practitioners from fees for Skin Piercing 
licenses (as long as they can demonstrate that they are a member of the British 
Acupuncture Council, a member of a professional body accredited by the Professional 
Standards Authority), as occurs in London.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

• The British Acupuncture Council (BAcC) has fully informed the UK wide Professional 
Standards Authority for health and social care of this issue.

• BAcC has liaised with the Scottish Government Public Health Team and the Chair of a 
Scottish Skin Piercing and Tattooing Working Group.

• BAcC has also been in touch with the Scottish Government’s minister with the health 
brief about this issue.

• The relevant legislation is the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Skin 
Piercing and Tattooing) Licensing Order 2006 No43.

• There are 32 separate unitary authorities who individually set their own applications 
fees and who set their own licence conditions (despite the efforts of the Working Group 
to be consistent throughout). It was also advised that exemption from the Licensing 
Order can occur via an amendment to the order itself through exemption by the 
Professional Standards Authority as per the Licensing Order.

• Contact has also been made with relevant officials at COSLA, with no response.

Petition background information

Acupuncture is a specific activity included in the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 
(Licensing of Skin Piercing and Tattooing) Order 2006. This is a request for change to 
Article 2 (1) (b) of the 2006 Order to specify that members of BAcC should also be 
exempt.

Acupuncture is evidence based and recommended by SIGN for chronic pain and 
headache/migraine and also by NICE for lower back pain and headache.



Professional Standards Authority accreditation is a mark of quality that a register such 
as the British Acupuncture Council register is professionally managed in line with best 
practice. Accreditation ensures that health and care practitioners are “competent and 
safe”. See http://www.professionalstandards.org.uk/accredited-registers and a recent 
report at http://www.professionalstandards.org.uk/footer-pages/news-and-media/latest-
news/news-article?id=ad785a9e-2ce2-6f4b-9ceb-ff0000b2236b

British Acupuncture Council members have to ensure they meet Mandatory 
requirements in terms of Continuing Professional Development and sector leading 
standards of Safe Practice.

Many British Acupuncture Council members have created good working relationships 
with their local authority Environmental Health Teams. There are large variations in the 
fees charged to Scottish members, with many members being charged multiple times 
by different local authorities. In England, British Acupuncture Council members are 
either charged only once, or exempted (as in London). 

Unique web address

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01590 

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect 
signatures online?

YES 

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0 

Closing date for collecting signatures online

30 / 11 / 2015 

Comments to stimulate online discussion

BAcC Acupuncturists provide public health benefit – it is recommended by the Scottish 
Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) for chronic pain and also by the World 
Health Organisation.

To achieve BAcC membership, practitioners must have completed a minimum of three-
years degree-level equivalent training of 3,600 hours in acupuncture in line with World 
Health Organisation Standards which includes physiology, anatomy and other 
biomedical sciences appropriate to the practice of acupuncture.

The BAcC is accredited by the Professional Standards Authority, which is accountable 
to the UK parliament, under its Accredited Register scheme. Being accredited offers 
enhanced protection to anyone looking for an acupuncturist, as the BAcC’s register has 
been vetted and approved.

All members are required to abide by the BAcC’s standards of safe practice. 




