
 

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01582 

Name of petitioner

Karen Harvey 

Petition title

Compulsory Pet Insurance 

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to make pet 
insurance compulsory by law. 

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

I wrote to an Animal Health & Welfare official at the Scottish Government. I received a 
response from the official and he sent me the link for public petitions.

Petition background information

Having spent the last 4 years volunteering for a dog rescue charity and having family 
working in the veterinary world, it is clear that there is so much suffering attributed to no 
insurance in place for animals. The charity I was volunteering for saw numerous dogs 
given up to us because their dogs got sick and the owners couldn't afford veterinary 
treatment as it is so expensive.  It was then left to us to take up the fund raising baton 
for these poor dogs and rehoming them at a time when they needed their families 
most.  From a veterinary point of view, ask any vet if they put animals to sleep because 
owners could not afford the treatment.  I'm sure you know what the answer will be, and 
many of them probably young animals whose prognosis could be full recovery with the 
correct care and treatment.  Caring veterinary surgeons also hugely lose out on fees 
where they do treat animals and the owners turn out to have no money.  If pet 
insurance was in place all these scenarios would not exist.  There doesn't seem to be a 
down side to this rule.  Compulsory microchipping is coming in to Scotland but that 
doesn't go quite far enough, the animals need to be insured too.  It would take so much 
pressure off charities too, many of them bursting at the seams and money very tight as 
animals charities get no subsidies or government funding and rely solely on goodwill.

I have also had first hand experience of using pet insurance, this has got to be an 
insurance that will guaranteed to be claimed on at some stage in a pet's lifetime.  With 
modern day techniques and the treatments that are available today, they are hugely 
expensive and can quite often cost thousands of pounds in one go.  Very few of us can 
actually lay our hands on this kind of money to treat our pets, therefore insurance is a 
must and can also avoid many unnecessary euthanasias.

Another angle is that some veterinary practices (depending on location and client base) 



struggle financially, due to owners with no money to pay their bills.  Compulsory pet 
insurance would also deter some people from actually owning a pet if they knew the 
financial implications involved from the start, this may also in turn deter the unlicensed 
breeder if he/she had to insure the animals they breed and subsequent litters until 
sold.  There will be so may winners on this issue, including insurance companies, but I 
believe it would lower premiums if every pet owner had to do it.  But most importantly 
the animals themselves will be treated as they deserve to be and not dumped or 
rehomed because there is something wrong with them and owners cannot cover their 
treatment.  Animals have rights too, they cannot make decisions for themselves and 
rely on us humans to do right by them and we are continually letting them down.

Unique web address

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01582 

Related information for petition

One of my own dogs now 12 years old has mild epilepsy and spondylosis/arthritis. 
 Without the medications she has she would no longer be with us.  It costs around a 
couple of hundred pounds a month, a lot of money, but our insurance covers this, 
minus excesses of course. We would not have been able to continually afford this.  A 
previous dog I had, his final bill came to almost £3,000 as he was diagnosed with 
cancer. The insurance covered this too as I could not have afforded to.

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect 
signatures online?

NO 

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0 

Closing date for collecting signatures online

N/A

Comments to stimulate online discussion


