
 

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01553 

Name of petitioner

Councillor Andrew S Wood 

Petition title

Rendering Industry Regulations 

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to review the 
regulations that meat rendering plants must comply with to operate in Scotland.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

On a visit I had arranged with both Alyn Smith MEP and Mr John Bogie of Dundas 
Chemical factory, operating out of Dumfries, we uncovered what appeared to be an 
unfair trading anomaly which advantaged all rendering businesses out with Scotland 
who do not have to comply with SEPA regulations and licensing requirements of 
Scottish based companies

It was recognised by Alyn Smith MEP that there is an unfair issue and we await his 
further thought on what actions might be taken at EU level.

We have spoken with elected members at various parliaments for the same regulations 
and licensing to be placed on all who operate and remove product from within 
Scotland, as those who are based in Scotland, so that Scottish businesses are not 
competitively disadvantaged and penalised for being based within Scotland, meeting 
the high standards set down by SEPA.

Petition background information

WHAT IS THE CONCERN?

Animal rendering in the UK operates in a highly competitive market but seemingly 
subtle differences in environmental regulation between England and Scotland puts 
Scottish renderers at a competitive disadvantage.

WHAT ARE THE REGULATORY DIFFERENCES?

The differences arise due to the way environmental regulators in England and Scotland 
apply the legislation. Whilst all rendering plants are regulated under the Pollution 
Prevention and Control (PPC) regime1, a traditional rendering plant, such as the two 
plants in Scotland will be regulated by SEPA while the same plant operating in 
England would be regulated by a local authority.

All plants are required to apply Best Available Techniques (BAT) in their operations but 



the approach used by the local authorities to determine BAT is different, and in Scottish 
renderer’s opinion, less onerous than the approach used by SEPA. 

The Local Authority regime determines permits on the basis of guidance in:

• Sector Guidance Note IPPC SG8 Secretary of State’s Guidance on the A2 Rendering 
Sector (December 2008);

• Reference Document on Best Available Techniques in the Slaughterhouses and 
Animal By-products Industries, European Commission Seville (December 2008).

In the Scottish renderers’ experience, SEPA acknowledges these guidance documents 
but determines permits using a risk-based approach that does not apply simply the 
criteria in the documents used in England.

I have been working with Dundas Ltd on this issue and they have supplied me with in 
depth comparators, some of which are enclosed below, with further information 
available on request.

RESEARCH UNDERTAKEN BY DUNDAS Ltd

The following are highlights of the preliminary comparisons of costs assuming an 
installation operating one boiler and one oxidiser. If additional combustion plant is 
operated, the difference in monitoring costs will be higher, possibly significantly higher 
depending on circumstances.

For the purposes of illustrating the impacts of both one-off and annual costs, an 
arbitrary ten year period has been chosen.

•  Fees: Over a ten year period, a rendering plant in Scotland might expect to spend 
£83,700 more on fees than the same plant in England. If variations are sought then this 
figure rises significantly. For a relatively conservative scenario, Dundas Ltd have 
estimated total fee differences up to £129,470 over ten years.

•  Periodic Monitoring: On an annual basis, a rendering plant in Scotland might 
expect to spend £1,750 a year more on periodic monitoring (£17,500 more over ten 
years) than in England.

•  Continuous Monitoring: A rendering plant in Scotland should expect to pay at least 
£60,000 for the installation of continuous monitoring equipment with a further £9,000 of 
on-going annual costs. Over a ten year period the total is approximately £150,000 more 
than for a plant in England where continuous monitoring is generally not required.

•  Other Monitoring/Reporting: A rendering plant in Scotland should expect to pay 
between £0 and £5,500 a year more than a similar plant in England, depending on the 
local authority. Over ten years this amounts to a difference of £0 to £55,000.

Summary

I hope that the above information highlights the extent to which Scottish renderers are 
disadvantaged within the present regulations set by SEPA.

Unique web address

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01553 

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect 
signatures online?

YES 



How many signatures have you collected so far?

1 

Closing date for collecting signatures online

19 / 02 / 2015 

Comments to stimulate online discussion

What other industry based in Scotland, is finding that competitive UK and EU 
companies are able to operate within Scotland without the burdens of National 
regulations?


