
 

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01540 

Name of petitioner

Douglas Philand 

Petition title

Permanent Solution for A83 

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure that a 
permanent solution for the A83 at Rest and be thankful ensuring the vital lifeline route 
is not closed because of landslides

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

This issue has been to the petitions committee in the past and the minister has 
attempted to resolve the solution by a method of netting to protect the route from 
closure. On its very first test the netting has not stopped the route from being closed 
and the emergency route come into action. Whilst this is a temporary solution to have 
the old military road used as a diversion route it is not satisfactory in the long term 
which leaves an already fragile area vulnerable

Petition background information

The request is for the petitions committee to support the residents of Argyll and Bute 
obtain a permanent solution to an ever increasing problem which continues to cripple 
an already fragile economy. As a Locally elected member of Argyll and Bute council 
and a member of the Argyll First Group we brought this issue to the attention of the 
petitions panel previously. Since then the A83 task force was set up which was a group 
of interested parties along with the scottish government and transport scotland which 
commissioned Jacobs to produce an options appraisal regarding a number of issues 
one of which was landslide mitigation measures on the rest and bethankful. Netting 
protection was erected and the group were reassured that this would mitigate against 
future landslides. A number of group members have been uncertain that the netting 
would be a permanent solution to the problem and in fact i have a minute of a meeting 
where i asked the specific question if there were a landslide would the rest and be 
thankful remain open whilst the debris was being cleared and the answer was it would 
be single lane controlled but the road would be open. On the first occassion of a 
landslide this winter the road was again closed. All confidence in the system has been 
lost and the netting is not seen as a permanent solution as has been evidenced by the 
first landslide of the season. We live in an already fragile rural area with population 
moving out of Argyll already. We have had a economic summit just last week to discuss 
what we can do to reverse this trend at which Mr Swinney was present. Transport links 



are vital to revitalising our fragile community hence requesting that the petitions panel 
reconsider the request that in order to support what is seen as a vital lifeline to a fragile 
community a permanent solution must be advocated to support Argyll and Bute in its 
economic recovery.

Unique web address

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/A83permanentsolution 

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect 
signatures online?

YES 

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0 

Closing date for collecting signatures online

30 / 11 / 2014 

Comments to stimulate online discussion

Do the residents of Argyll and Bute want a permanent solution to the landslides that 
close our lifeline route into and out of Argyll


