
 

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01539 

Name of petitioner

Anne Booth 

Petition title

Housing Associations to come under the Freedom of Information Act (Scotland) 2002 

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to make an Order 
under Section 5 of the Freedom of Information Act (Scotland) 2002 to make all housing 
associations subject to the provisions of that Act. This will ensure that housing 
associations are more open, transparent and accountable to all their stakeholders, i.e. 
tenants and factored homeowners.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

I have campaigned on this, and other, related issues, meeting MSPs, with only limited 
success.

Petition background information

I believe that all Housing Associations should be subject to the Freedom of Information 
Act (Scotland) 2002. This would ensure that all Housing Associations are made open, 
transparent and accountable to all their stakeholders, i.e. tenants and factored 
homeowners.

All Housing Associations are considered by the European Union to be subject to Public 
Procurement (public bodies). For example, the European Union ruled some years ago 
that GHA Ltd. was a public body and had to abide by Public Procurement Procedures, 
as they had failed to do so when awarding work to one organisation. Therefore, since 
all Housing Associations are public bodies, they should be subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act (Scotland) 2002.

The Social Housing Charter, implemented in April 2012, is insufficient in that it is only 
voluntary and not legally binding on Housing Associations. Being voluntary, the Charter 
is about what they should do and not what they must do. Therefore, all stakeholders 
would be best served by all Housing Associations coming under the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act 2002.

In more recent times, the Deputy First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, when giving evidence 
to the Local Government and Regeneration Committee on an Order to extend the Act to 
cover other organisations, stated that "We will also want to hear wider stakeholder 
views in order to inform proposals relating to other bodies, with a view to extending 
coverage further in the future." Therefore, this Public Petition is being put forward as 



part of that process. It is in this context that I believe that all Housing Association 
stakeholders are entitled to all relevant information, as this can only be guaranteed 
through extending coverage of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 to 
include all Housing Associations. In this way, all Housing Associations will be more 
accountable to their stakeholders.

Unique web address

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01539 

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect 
signatures online?

NO 

How many signatures have you collected so far?

1 

Closing date for collecting signatures online

N/A

Comments to stimulate online discussion


