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Agriculture and Rural Communities (Scotland) Bill — Stage 2

Before section 1

Colin Smyth
Before section 1, insert—
<Purpose of this Act
(1)  The purpose of this Act is to—
(a) make provision for the support of agriculture in Scotland,

(b) ensure that such support is in the public interest, and contributes to the achievement
of the overarching policy objectives listed in section 1.

(2) Inexercising any powers under this Act, the Scottish Ministers must act in a manner best
calculated to achieve the overarching policy objectives in section 1 through a rural support
plan under section 2.>

Section 1

Emma Harper

In section 1, page 1, line 9, after the second <of> insert <Scottish>

Rachael Hamilton

In section 1, page 1, line 11, leave out <high-quality>

Colin Smyth

In section 1, page 1, line 11, after <food,> insert <and other farm products using sustainable and
regenerative agricultural practices,>

Beatrice Wishart
In section 1, page 1, leave out line 11 and insert—

<( ) sustainable and high-quality agricultural and food production,>

Rachael Hamilton
In section 1, page 1, line 11, at end insert—

<( ) the protection and preservation of food security,>

Colin Smyth

In section 1, page 1, leave out lines 12 and 13

Colin Smyth

In section 1, page 1, line 13, at end insert—
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<(ca) to mitigate and adapt to climate change,>

Colin Smyth
In section 1, page 1, line 13, at end insert—

<(cb) to maintain and enhance the natural heritage of Scotland,>

Rachael Hamilton

In section 1, page 1, line 14, leave out <enabling> and insert <allowing farmers and>

Rachael Hamilton
In section 1, page 1, line 14, at end insert—

<( ) the protection and effective management of soil health,>

Colin Smyth
In section 1, page 1, line 14, at end insert—

<( ) For the purposes of the objective in paragraph (a), factors relevant to whether food and
other goods are produced in a sustainable manner include, among other things, the resilience
of agricultural businesses within the communities in which they operate and their
contribution to the local economy.>

Colin Smyth
In section 1, page 1, line 14, at end insert—

<( ) For the purposes of the objective in paragraph (ca), factors relevant to climate change
mitigation and adaptation include, among other things—

(a) the nature and extent to which they contribute to the reduction of emissions in line
with the targets set under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009,

(b) the contribution made to the delivery of any programme for adaptation to climate
change published under section 53 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009.>

Colin Smyth
In section 1, page 1, line 14, at end insert—

<( ) For the purpose of the objective in paragraph (cb), factors relevant to the natural heritage
include, among other things—

(a) diversity between and within ecosystems,

(b) the connections between and within ecosystems,

(c) the scale of ecosystems,

(d) the condition of ecosystems, including their structure and functioning,

(e) the adaptability of ecosystems.>

Colin Smyth

In section 1, page 1, line 14, at end insert—



<( ) For the purpose of the objective in paragraph (d), factors relevant to whether rural
communities are thriving include, among other things, the impact of shorter supply chains
and the adequacy and fairness of incomes received by farmers and crofters.>

Colin Smyth
107 Insection 1, page 1, line 14, at end insert—

<( ) In exercising their functions under this Act, the Scottish Ministers must act in a manner
they consider best contributes to achieving the objectives in this section.>

Colin Smyth
108 In section 1, page 1, line 14, at end insert—

<( ) The Scottish Ministers may, by regulation, amend the objectives of agricultural policy
under subsection (1).

() Regulations under this section are subject to the affirmative procedure.>
After section 1

Colin Smyth
109 After section 1, insert—
<Indicators and targets
(1)  The Scottish Ministers must, by regulations, set out—

(a) indicators for measuring progress towards achieving the objectives listed in section
1,

(b) targets in relation to those indicators.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, targets may be set by reference to any period that the Scottish
Ministers consider appropriate.

(3) Regulations under subsection (1) must be laid by 31 December 2025.

(4) Regulations under this section are subject to the affirmative procedure.>

Rachael Hamilton
110  After section 1, insert—
<Monitoring by the Scottish Food Commission
(1) The Good Food Nation (Scotland) Act 2022 is amended as follows.
(2) In section 20 (functions of the Commission), after subsection (1)(a), insert—

“(aa) to keep under review progress in achieving the objective in section
1(b) of the Agriculture and Rural Communities (Scotland) Act
2025.7>

Rachael Hamilton

111  After section 1, insert—



<Report on objectives
(1)  The Scottish ministers must, in respect of each reporting period—

(a) undertake a review of the impact of the provisions of this Act on achieving the
objectives set out in section 1,

(b) prepare a report on that review.
(2) For the purposes of this section, a “reporting period” is—

(a) 1n the case of the first report, the period of 12 months beginning with the day after
Royal Assent,

(b) each successive period of 12 months.>
Section 2

Colin Smyth
112 Insection 2, page 1, line 21, at end insert—

<(aa) how the Scottish Ministers intend to define the overarching policy objectives under
section 1,

(ab) the outcomes sought for each objective,

(ac) how the Scottish Ministers intend to achieve the outcomes in paragraph (ab),>

Colin Smyth

113 In section 2, page 2, line 1, leave out <the Scottish Ministers’ consider appropriate,> and insert
<prescribed in subsection (2A),>

Rachael Hamilton
114 In section 2, page 2, line 4, at end insert—

<( ) in each plan subsequent to the first plan published under this section, an evaluation
of the previous plan.>

Colin Smyth
115 In section 2, page 2, line 4, at end insert—
<(2A) The details to be given under subsection (2)(c) are—
(a) the objectives and rationale for that scheme and the expected uptake,
(b) the indicative proportionality of multi-year budgets,
(c) information on how the impact of funding will be monitored, and

(d) the predicted impact of each scheme on the overarching objectives under section 1.>

Rachael Hamilton
116  In section 2, page 2, line 4, at end insert—
<( ) The description of each support scheme under subsection (2)(c) must include—

(a) the objectives for that scheme,
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(b) the intended outcomes of the scheme,

(c) targets and milestones for the outcomes of the scheme,
(d) how the scheme will be monitored and evaluated,

(e) the date that the scheme will commence,

(f) the initial budget for the scheme and the sources of funding.>

Rachael Hamilton
In section 2, page 2, line 4, at end insert—

<( ) Arural support plan must include details of at least one support scheme intended to support
farmers under the age of 41.>

Beatrice Wishart
In section 2, page 2, line 6, at end insert—
<( ) Inpreparing a plan under this section, the Scottish Ministers must—
(a) publish, and consult for a period of no less than 84 days, on a draft of the plan, and

(b) have regard to any responses to the consultation.>

Alasdair Allan
In section 2, page 2, line 6, at end insert—

<( ) When preparing or reviewing a rural support plan, the Scottish Ministers must consult such
persons as they consider likely to be interested in or affected by the rural support plan.>

Rachael Hamilton
In section 2, page 2, line 6, at end insert—

<( ) Before publishing a plan, or as the case may be a subsequent plan, the Scottish Ministers
must—

(a) conduct a food mile analysis to consider the distance food travels to reach a consumer
in Scotland, and

(b) have regard to that analysis in the plan.>

Rachael Hamilton

In section 2, page 2, line 7, after <Parliament> insert <for a period of no less than 30 days>

Beatrice Wishart

In section 2, page 2, line 9, leave out <as soon as reasonably practicable after this section comes
into force> and insert <no later than 6 months beginning with the day after Royal Assent>

Tim Eagle

In section 2, page 2, line 9, leave out from first <as> to <force> in line 10 and insert <within 3
months of Royal Assent>
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Tim Eagle

In section 2, page 2, line 11, leave out <6> and insert <12>

Beatrice Wishart
In section 2, page 2, line 17, after <must> insert <—

(a) publish and consult on a draft amended plan for a period of no less than 84 days,
and have regard to any responses to that consultation,

(b)>

Rachael Hamilton

In section 2, page 2, line 18, after <Parliament> insert <for a period of no less than 30 days>

Rachael Hamilton
In section 2, page 2, line 19, at end insert—

<( ) Before publishing a plan under subsection (4) or an amended plan under subsection (6),
the Scottish Ministers must consult such persons as they consider appropriate or affected
by it.>

Colin Smyth
In section 2, page 2, line 30, after <section,> insert—
<“rationale” means an analysis of—
(a) the objectives of each scheme,
(b) the logic and reason for intervention,
(c) the use of public funds,

(d) the other options that were considered and rejected for achieving those
objectives, including the reasons for the choices made, and

(e) the lessons learnt from previous evaluations of similar schemes in Scotland
or elsewhere, and how this learning has been incorporated into the design of
the scheme.>

Section 3

Colin Smyth
In section 3, page 2, line 33, leave out subsection (1) and insert—
<( ) The Scottish Ministers must, when preparing or amending a rural support plan—

(a) actin a manner they consider best contributes to achieving the objectives in section
1, and

(b) have regard to the matters under subsection (2).>

Colin Smyth

In section 3, page 2, leave out line 36



Rachael Hamilton

131 In section 3, page 3, leave out line 1
After section 3

Rachael Hamilton
132  After section 3, insert—
<Timetable for regulations

As soon as practicable following Royal Assent, Scottish Ministers must publish a timetable
for regulations, including in particular—

(a) details of regulations under this Act that they intend to introduce in the following
two years,

(b) when any draft regulations will be published,

(c) whether any regulations are intended to be introduced at the same time as other
regulations,

(d) any other information relating to existing or planned regulations under this Act that
they consider appropriate.>

Rachael Hamilton

133  After section 3, insert—
<PART
SUPPORT FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES

Rural community wealth fund

(1) The Scottish Ministers must, as soon as practicable after Royal Assent, establish and
maintain a fund to be known as the “rural community wealth fund”.

(2)  The Scottish Ministers must use the fund to provide financial assistance to rural projects.
(3) The Scottish Ministers may by regulations make provision about—

(a) who may apply to the fund,

(b) the form of applications to the fund,

(c) the nature of projects that will be supported by the fund,

(d) any other provision as to the operation of the fund as the Scottish Ministers consider
appropriate.

(4) Regulations under subsection (3) are subject to the affirmative procedure.>
Section 4

Rachael Hamilton
134  In section 4, page 3, line 12, at end insert—

<( ) Support provided under subsection (1) must be provided through multi-year budgets and,
where appropriate, ring-fenced funding.>
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Colin Smyth
In section 4, page 3, line 12, insert—

<(1A) Subject to subsection (1B), support provided under subsection (1) must be consistent with
the rural support plan.

(1B) If support provided under subsection (1) is not consistent with the rural support plan,
Scottish Ministers must publish a statement including—

(a) the reasons for departing from the rural support plan,
(b) proposals for amending the rural support plan to reflect the support being provided,

(c) how the support being provided will contribute to the objectives set out in section
1>

Rachael Hamilton
In section 4, page 3, line 16, at end insert—
<( ) Any support provided for the purposes of—
(a) peatland restoration,
(b) agroforestry,

must be accessible to tenant farmers.>

Ariane Burgess
In section 4, page 3, line 16, at end insert—

<( ) Before making regulations under this section in relation to support for forestry, the Scottish
Ministers must—

(a) engage with communities affected by the activity, and

(b) consult such other persons as they consider appropriate.>

Rachael Hamilton
In section 4, page 3, line 16, at end insert—

<( ) Before exercising their powers under this section, the Scottish Ministers must consult such
persons as they consider appropriate.>

Tim Eagle

In section 4, page 3, line 17, leave out <negative> and insert <affirmative>
Schedule 1

Kate Forbes
In schedule 1, page 18, leave out lines 24 and 25 and insert—

<( ) growing crops, including fruit, seeds and plants grown for the production of energy
or other non-food purposes,>
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Tim Eagle
In schedule 1, page 18, line 27, at end insert—

<() deer and game farming,>

Ariane Burgess

In schedule 1, page 18, line 31, after <purposes> insert <, including—
(1) providing shelter to livestock,
(i) reducing flood risk,
(ii1) reducing soil loss,

(iv) reducing risks to wader birds, including curlew>

Tim Eagle
In schedule 1, page 18, line 31, at end insert—

<( )cereals and oilseeds, peas and beans, other foraged crops.>

Beatrice Wishart
In schedule 1, page 19, line 24, at end insert—

<( ) venison,>

Rhoda Grant
In schedule 1, page 19, line 32, at end insert—

<( ) If venison is the only product produced as an ancillary activity, the person is not eligible
for support.>

Ariane Burgess

In schedule 1, page 20, line 16, after <woodland> insert <that have a positive impact on biodiversity,
carbon, and where appropriate, are a public amenity to the local area>

Ariane Burgess
In schedule 1, page 20, line 30, at end insert—

<( ) Support under this paragraph must only be provided where an Environmental Impact
Assessment has been completed, if the activity is on land—

(a) of 40 hectares or above, or

(b) less than 40 hectares that would exceed 40 hectares if adjoined with existing
woodland.>

Tim Eagle

In schedule 1, page 22, line 33, after <improve> insert <responsible>



Tim Eagle
149 In schedule 1, page 23, line 27, after the first <of> insert <—

( ) thereintroduction of species, including, in particular, beavers and white-tailed eagles,

()>
After section 6

Colin Smyth
150 After section 6, insert—
<Distributional impact of support

(1)  Assoon as possible after the introduction of a support scheme, the Scottish Ministers must
publish a statement including—

(a) the budget for the scheme,
(b) the anticipated number of people who will receive support through the scheme,
(c) the anticipated distribution of support in relation to—

(1) size of landholding of persons receiving support, and

(i) income of persons receiving support,

(d) the expected impact of the scheme on socio-economic inequality in terms of the duty
contained in section 1 of the Equality Act 2010,

(e) what consideration has been given to the just transition principles contained in section
35C of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009.

(2) In relation to each support scheme, the Scottish Ministers must, as soon as reasonably
practicable after the end of each reporting period, prepare and publish a report including,
in particular—

(a) the cost of the scheme,

(b) the number of people receiving support each year,

(c) the distribution of support in relation to—
(1) size of landholding of persons receiving support, and
(i) income of persons receiving support,

(d) the impact of the scheme on socio-economic inequality in terms of the duty contained
in section 1 of the Equality Act 2010,

(e) how the scheme has applied the just transition principles contained in section 35C
of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009.

(3) For the purposes of this section—
“reporting period” means—
(a) the period of five years beginning with the introduction of a support scheme,
(b) each subsequent period of five years,

“support scheme” means a scheme operated by the Scottish Ministers for the provision
of support under or by virtue of this Act.>
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Section 7

Tim Eagle

In section 7, page 4, line 15, leave out from <(including> to end of line 16

Tim Eagle

In section 7, page 4, line 19, leave out <or> and insert <and>

Tim Eagle

In section 7, page 4, line 19, leave out <(or both)>

Tim Eagle

In section 7, page 4, leave out lines 21 to 23

Tim Eagle

In section 7, page 4, leave out line 24

Beatrice Wishart

In section 7, page 4, line 25, leave out <negative> and insert <affirmative>
Section 8

Tim Eagle
In section 8, page 4, line 35, at end insert—

<( ) The Scottish Ministers must prepare a report, no more than 1 year after this section comes
into force, on the performance of any functions delegated under subsection (1).>

Section 9

Colin Smyth

In section 9, page 5, line 3, leave out <the overall amount of support or relevant assistance (or both)>
and insert <payments under tier 1>

Beatrice Wishart
In section 9, page 5, line 7, at end insert—

<( ) provide, in relation to those payments under tier 1, for the amount of support or
relevant assistance (or both) that a person may receive in a payment period (or
periods) to be adjusted such that the payment per hectare is greater for recipients
claiming in relation to holding below a specified number of hectares and to
progressively reduce in relation to specified hectarages.>
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Rachael Hamilton
In section 9, page 5, line 7, at end insert—

<( ) Within six months of Royal Assent, the Scottish Ministers must consult such persons as
they consider appropriate about the use of powers under this section.>

Edward Mountain
In section 9, page 5, line 8, after <consult> insert—
<( ) persons in receipt of support or relevant assistance,

( ) persons recommended for consultation by the committee of the Scottish Parliament
into whose remit agricultural policy falls, and

()>

Edward Mountain

In section 9, page 5, line 8, after <such> insert <other>

Beatrice Wishart

In section 9, page 5, line 9, leave out <appropriate> and insert <likely to be affected by provisions
in this section>

Beatrice Wishart

In section 9, page 5, line 10, leave out <negative> and insert <affirmative>

Beatrice Wishart
In section 9, page 5, line 12, at end insert—

<( ) “payments under tier 1’ means “Base Level Direct Payments” under or by virtue
of any another enactment (including, in particular, assimilated law governing the
CAP direct payment schemes and assimilated direct CAP legislation) or their
successors,>

Section 10

Rachael Hamilton
In section 10, page 5, line 25, at end insert—

<( ) The Scottish Ministers must, by regulations, define what is considered to be in the public
interest.>

Beatrice Wishart

In section 10, page 5, line 33, leave out <appropriate> and insert <likely to be affected by provisions
in this section>

Tim Eagle

In section 10, page 5, line 34, leave out <negative> and insert <affirmative>



Edward Mountain

169 Leave out section 10
Section 13

Ariane Burgess

170  Insection 13, page 7, line 34, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>

Beatrice Wishart

171 Insection 13, page 8, line 7, leave our <appropriate> and insert <likely to be affected by provisions
in this section>

Tim Eagle

172 In section 13, page 8, line 9, leave out from <if> to end of line 11
Section 15

Ariane Burgess
173 In section 15, page 8, line 38, after <with> insert—
<(a) for productive activity basis—
(1) setting an annual minimum labour requirement threshold,
(i1) the assessment and allocation of standard labour requirements,

(b) for land area basis—>

Ariane Burgess

174 In section 15, page 8, line 39, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>

Ariane Burgess

175 Insection 15, page 9, line 1, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>

Ariane Burgess

176  In section 15, page 9, line 2, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>

Ariane Burgess

177 Insection 15, page 9, line 3, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>

Ariane Burgess

178 In section 15, page 9, line 4, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>

Ariane Burgess

179 Insection 15, page 9, line 6, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>
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Ariane Burgess

In section 15, page 9, line 8, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>

Ariane Burgess

In section 15, page 9, line 10, leave out <entitlements> and insert <allocations>

Ariane Burgess

In section 15, page 9, line 11, leave out from first <entitlement> to end of line 13 and insert
<allocation” is the amount of support to be provided to a person once a land area or productive
activity assessment under section 13 has been completed.>

Section 16

Edward Mountain

In section 16, page 10, line 3, leave out <appeals,> and insert <appealed within 3 months,>
Section 18

Tim Eagle

In section 18, page 11, line 23, leave out <negative> and insert <affirmative>
After section 25

Rachael Hamilton
After section 25, insert—
<Review of payments under CAP legislation

(1)  Within one year of Royal Assent, the Scottish Ministers must review the effectiveness of
payments made under the legislation listed in section 1 of the Agriculture (Retained EU
Law and Data) (Scotland) Act 2020.

(2) Following a review under subsection (1), the Scottish Ministers must—
(a) prepare a report on the review, and

(b) lay that report before the Scottish Parliament.>
Section 26

Rachael Hamilton
In section 26, page 14, line 28, at end insert—

<( ) an assessment of the potential impact the reintroduction of species may have on
food producing land,>

Edward Mountain

In section 26, page 14, line 30, at end insert—



<( ) The Scottish Ministers must—
(a) no later than 180 days after Royal Assent, publish a draft code, and
(b) consult on the draft code.>
Tim Eagle

188 In section 26, page 14, line 30, at end insert—

<()

The Scottish Ministers must only adopt the code (or the code as revised) by resolution of
the Scottish Parliament.>

After section 26

Beatrice Wishart

189  After section 26, insert—

(M

2

3)

<Duty to report to Parliament on Scotland's food security

The Scottish Ministers must, as soon as reasonably practicable after the end of each reporting
period, prepare and lay before Parliament a report on statistical data in relation to food
security in Scotland.

A report under subsection (1) must, in particular, include information on—
(a) global food availability,

(b) supply sources for food, including the range of supply sources and the availability
to the public of food from domestic and other sources,

(c) the resilience of the supply chain for food, including in response to disruptions in,
or significant price increases for, the supply of energy,

(d) household expenditure on food, including in comparison to expenditure on other
items,

(e) food safety and consumer confidence in food.
For the purposes of subsection (1), a reporting period is—
(a) the period of one year beginning with the day of Royal Assent,

(b) each subsequent period of 3 years.>

Rachael Hamilton

190 After section 26, insert—

(M

2

3)

<Duty to report to Parliament on Scotland's food security

The Scottish Ministers must, as soon as reasonably practicable after the end of each reporting
period, prepare and lay before Parliament a report on food security in Scotland.

A report under subsection (1) must, in particular, include information on—
(a) disruptions to Scotland’s food supply chain, and
(b) what steps the Scottish Ministers are taking to address such disruptions.
For the purposes of subsection (1), a reporting period is—

(a) the period of one year beginning with the day of Royal Assent,



(b) annually thereafter.>

Rachael Hamilton

191 After section 26, insert—

<Code of practice for tenant farmers

(1)  The Scottish Ministers must prepare and publish a document providing guidance for tenant
farmers.
(2) The document is to be called the “Code of Practice for Tenant Farmers” (and is referred
to in this section as “the tenant farmer code”).
(3) The Scottish Ministers must, no later than 180 days after Royal Assent, publish the tenant
farmer code.
(4) The Scottish Ministers must review and, if they consider it appropriate, revise and publish
the tenant farmer code (as so revised) by the end of each review period.
(5) Before publishing the code or any revised code, the Scottish Ministers must lay it before
the Scottish Parliament.
(6) The Scottish Ministers must, in preparing or reviewing the tenant farmer code, consult
such persons as they consider likely to be interested in or affected by it.
(7) The Scottish Ministers must take such steps as they consider appropriate to promote
awareness of the tenant farmer code to persons likely to be affected by it—
(a) after publication of the tenant farmer code (or the tenant farmer code as revised),
(b) at such other times as they consider appropriate.
(8) In this section, “review period” means—
(a) the period of 5 years beginning with the day on which the first tenant farmer code
is published, and
(b) each subsequent period of 5 years.>
Section 27
Alasdair Allan

192 Insection 27, page 15, line 11, at end insert—

<( ) persons who work in agriculture (whether as employees or otherwise),>

Rachael Hamilton

193 In section 27, page 15, line 17, at end insert—

<()

When making regulations under subsection (1), the Scottish Ministers must take into
account the need for continuing professional development to—

(a) be co-designed with the sector to which it will apply in order to identify and meet
their needs,

(b) be delivered in the most appropriate format, which could include peer-to-peer
knowledge exchange,

(c) be accessible to all farmers, crofters and land managers,
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(d) include an accreditation scheme for trainers and advisers,

(¢) be monitored and evaluated.>

Beatrice Wishart

In section 27, page 15, line 17, at end insert—

<()

Before making regulations under subsection (1), the Scottish Ministers must—
(a) consult—
(i) farmers,
(i1) crofters,
(ii1) land managers, and

(b) have regard to any responses to the consultation.>

Rachael Hamilton

In section 27, page 15, line 18, at beginning insert <Subject to subsection (3A),>

Edward Mountain

In section 27, page 15, line 23, at end insert—

<( ) formal and informal CPD activities, including peer-to-peer learning,>

Rachael Hamilton

In section 27, page 15, line 37, at end insert—

<()

The Scottish Ministers must, when making regulations under this section, ensure that CPD
activities are affordable and accessible for those receiving the CPD activities.>

Rachael Hamilton

In section 27, page 15, line 37, at end insert—

<(3A) Regulations under subsection (1) may only require a person to undertake CPD activities

that are related to relevant health and safety issues as defined by any Agricultural Code of
Practice published by the Scottish Ministers.>

Rachael Hamilton

In section 27, page 16, line 1, at end insert—

<)

(6)
(7

The Scottish Ministers must as soon as reasonably practicable after the end of each reporting
period, prepare and publish a report on how continuing professional development is being
carried out and managed.

A report under subsection (5) must be laid before the Scottish Parliament.
For the purposes of subsection (5), a reporting period is—

(a) the period of one year beginning with the day regulations are laid under subsection
(1),

(b) each subsequent period of one year.>



After section 28

Rachael Hamilton
200 After section 28, insert—
<Local authority procurement targets

The target is that within 3 years of Royal Assent, 60% of the food procured by each local
authority will be produced within 60 miles of the local authority area.>
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