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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba

Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee

Jamie Hepburn MSP Room CG.07
Minister for Parliamentary EDINBURGH
Business EH99 1SP
(by email)

Tel (Clerk): 0131 348 6924
e-mail: sppa.committee@parliament.scot

6 September 2024

Dear Minister,

Many thanks for your evidence to the Committee this morning in relation to the
Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Bill.

In discussing the evidence, the Committee considered whether it may wish to seek
additional oral evidence from relevant stakeholders ahead of Stage 2, particularly in
relation to the proposed amendments regarding people subject to SONR
requirements or ‘relevant sexual behavioural orders’. The Committee understands
that the range of orders relevant for the purposes of consideration are:

Sexual Offences Prevention Orders (SOPO)
Risk of Sexual Harm Orders (RSHO)
Notification Orders

Foreign Travel Orders (FTO).

To inform the Committee’s view on whether to seek additional evidence, | would be
grateful if you could provide the Committee with information on the following:

e Details of the assessment that the Government has made of the
proportionality of extending disqualification from candidacy and the holding of
elected office to individuals subject to relevant sexual behavioural orders

e How disqualification for individuals subject to a relevant sexual behaviour
order fits with each of the proposed guiding principles for reform articulated in
your letter of 2 September 2024

e The Scottish Government's assessment of whether the blanket disqualification
from candidacy and holding public office by individuals subject to SONR or
relevant risk orders is compatible with human rights and obligations

e Whether the Scottish Government will prepare an updated Equalities Impact
Assessment in respect of the proposed amendments to the Bill.



e How the Government’s proposed approach compares to legislative provision
in England and Wales

e The Committee would also welcome information on what engagement the
Government has had or intends to have with relevant external stakeholders
on these issues ahead of lodging amendments at Stage 2 and details of any
responses from such stakeholders.

e What engagement the Scottish Government has had with relevant
stakeholders in relation to any potential issues regarding declarations of
eligibility by candidates, including the period of time in which objections to an
individual’s candidacy can be notified.

The Committee has had regard to the importance of confirming a timetable for
consideration of the Bill at Stage 2 but considers that additional information is
necessary in order to be able to confirm whether it will be able to meet the suggested
deadline. The Committee therefore asks for a response on the questions detailed
above to be provided by close on Thursday 12 September.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Whitfield MSP
Convener
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee



