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Children in Scotland is a national membership organisation for those working with
and for children and young people. We chair the Children’s Sector Strategic and
Policy Forum which brings together senior members from across the children’s
sector to explore good policy and practice, using our learning to contribute to the
improvement of children’s and families’ lives. | am writing to you on behalf of the
Forum.

The Forum recently discussed the impact of the Child Poverty (Scotland) Act, and
members were keen that we write to you to highlight the importance of the Act whilst
also identifying some of the key challenges that exist. The Children’s Sector
Strategic and Policy Forum would like to echo many of the points already raised in
the submissions the committee has received from the Child Poverty Action Group in
Scotland and other End Child Poverty Coalition in Scotland members.

We believe that the statutory framework introduced by the Act has been key to
securing increased policy focus and investment that is already having a substantive,
albeit as yet inadequate, impact on child poverty. The Act has been instrumental in
ensuring that child poverty has been a collective focus, impacting on the way
decision-makers at both a national and local level have approached reducing child
poverty — from Ministers across the Scottish Government to statutory bodies such as
local authorities and health boards.

The Act has been fundamental in raising the profile of child poverty and has helped
to drive real progress on key issues including the social security support,
employability and transport policy. It has also been instrumental in the
implementation of the Scottish Child Payment, which forecasts suggest is lifting
between 40,000 and 60,000 children out of poverty.

The introduction of statutory targets and reporting processes have helped to ensure
the Scottish Government and statutory bodies have remained focused on action to
reduce child poverty. The Poverty and Inequality Commission, which was
established as part of the Act, has also provided an important source of independent
scrutiny.

Whilst there are many positives, it is important to recognise the range of policy
measures that the Scottish Government has currently committed to will not be
sufficient for Scotland to meet the current child poverty targets. The recent
Concluding Observations from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child are
clear that Scotland must take urgent and progressive action to tackle child poverty
and ensure every child has an adequate standard of living. The Committee
expressed deep concern about the number of children living in poverty and food
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insecurity, and called on the Scottish Government to strengthen policies and
resources to ensure that children have access to an adequate standard of living,
including affordable housing and support services. We welcome the First Minister’'s
commitment to eradicating child poverty as key part of his policy agenda however,
the lack of progressive action in the Scottish Government’s 2024-25 Scottish Budget
and the recent Programme for Government is deeply disappointing.

The introduction of the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act reinforces the need for
urgent action from Scottish Government on this issue, including committing
increased resource to deliver the required policy interventions to reduce child
poverty. This prioritisation and investment is essential if the Scottish Government is
to meet its child poverty targets and deliver on its UNCRC commitment that every
child in Scotland has an adequate standard of living and the opportunity to develop
and grow healthily.
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