15 February 2022
COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR (Western Isles Council)

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE TO THE SOCIAL JUSTICE & SOCIAL SECURITY:
LEGISLATIVE CONSENT MEMORANDUM ON THE NATIONALITY AND
BORDERS BILL

Do you support the Scottish Government’s LCM, to withhold consent on two
clauses of the Nationality and Borders Bill that it considers are devolved?
The Comhairle has not taken a view on this issue.

What is your experience of undertaking age assessments, how might this clause
impact on young asylum seekers in Scotland, and do you agree with the Scottish
Government that consent should be withheld on this clause?

To this point the Comhairle has not been required to undertake an assessment. The
Comhairle work in close partnership with the other agencies and NHS would be the
lead in assessing all medical aspects. We continue to work closely with COSLA and
other partners in relation to the Syrian Programme and now the Afghan programme.

What is your experience of assessing and providing support to victims of
human trafficking, how might this Clause impact on potential victims of
trafficking, and do you agree with the Scottish Government that consent should
be withheld on this clause

The Comhairle has not had occasion to provide specific support to victims of Human
Trafficking.

Housing shortage in rural and island areas

As a Stock Transfer council, Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar no longer has a direct
responsibility for maintaining Housing Waiting Lists. We do, however, work very
closely with Hebridean Housing Partnership (HHP), the body set up to take over the
Comhairle’s houses and they regularly share this information with us.

As December 2021, HHP had just short of 600 applications on their Waiting List. 440
of the applications were applying for an HHP property and 157 were on the Waiting
list to get a more suitable HHP property (for example families looking for a larger house
as the family grows).

The majority of this housing demand is for the main town of Stornoway, where it could
take two or three years before an applicant is offered a house. In rural areas the
highest demand is for the settlements of Tarbert, on the Isle of Harris and Balivanich
on Benbecula.

In addition to the demand shown in the Waiting List, the Comhairle also receives
around 150 Homeless applications each year. Most of the Homeless applications are
looking for housing in Stornoway and the surrounding area. Most Homeless applicants
must remain in temporary Homeless accommodation for considerable periods of time
before receiving a permanent offer of housing. This could be up to two years in
Stornoway.



In terms of wider housing need issues, there are challenges in Harris where local
business are struggling to attract workers and some are having to limit expansion, due
to the lack of housing in the area. This is particularly difficult for the
Tourism/Hotel/Restaurant sector.

Similar issues around lack of accommodation arise in North Uist, but this time in
relation to Aquaculture.

In South Uist, there is a well-documented issue of young people being unable to find
a home due to being priced out of the market due to the expansion of second and
holiday homes.

There is also an aspiration amongst young people towards home ownership, but many
are unable to take advantage of even subsidised housing such as Shared Ownership
due to the difficulty in securing a mortgage or deposit.

The lack of housing opportunities is driving young people away from the islands and
prevents many native islanders from returning home.





