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Councillor Moraig Lyall  
Chairwoman 
ZetTrans 

26 June 2026 
 
Dear Moraig, 

Loganair: Proposed Schedule Changes 
 
At its meeting on Wednesday 24 June 2026, the Transport Committee considered 
changes to scheduled air services between the Western and Northern isles and 
Inverness, due to take effect next month.  
 
The Committee heard evidence from NHS Western Isles, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
Shetland Islands Council, Highlands and Islands Airports Limited, and Loganair 
Limited. 
 
For many residents, these flights are lifeline services, essential for accessing 
specialist healthcare not available locally. They also support local employment, 
education and family life, and are vital to the islands’ tourism economy. 
 
The Committee heard that the proposed timetable changes form part of a wider 
decline in transport connectivity, with a significant cumulative impact on island 
communities, and on those travelling there for business or leisure.  
 
The Committee has written to the Cabinet Secretary to ask what action can be taken 
to mitigate the immediate issues arising from Loganair Ltd’s service cuts.  
 
It has also sought clarity on how the Cabinet Secretary intends to improve island 
connectivity in future, noting that the Scottish Government’s Islands Connectivity 
Plan has scope to include aviation, but does not, at present, include any detailed 
plans for securing and developing lifeline air services for the islands.  
 
The Committee is aware that HiTrans and ZetTrans were signatories to a recent 
letter sent to the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Tourism and Transport by a cross-
party group of island MSPs, which raised similar concerns.  
 
The Committee would welcome further information from you regarding— 
 

a) what contingencies ZetTrans, or its constituent local authorities, is putting in 
place, should any services be permanently be discontinued from October 
2026; and  
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b) in your view, what additional work is required longer-term in relation to the 
Scottish Government's Islands Connectivity Plan to ensure that it is fit for 
purpose, is informed by the views of islanders and reflects the full range of 
transport options required to allow island communities to continue to prosper. 

 
The Committee would appreciate your response no later than Friday 31st July 2026 
via transport.committee@parliament.scot.    
 
I have written to HiTrans, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Orkney Islands Council, and 
Shetland Islands Council in similar terms. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Willie Rennie MSP 
Convener 
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