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Maggie Sandison 
Chief Executive 
Shetland Islands Council 
 
26 June 2026 
 
Dear Maggie, 

Loganair: Proposed Schedule Changes 
 
Thank you for taking part in the Committee’s evidence session on Wednesday 24 

June 2026 regarding proposed cuts to scheduled air services between the Western 

and Northern Isles and Inverness, operated by Loganair Ltd.   

 
It was clear to Committee Members that these flights are lifeline services, essential 

for accessing specialist healthcare not available locally, and that they support local 

employment, education and family life, as well as being vital to the islands’ tourism 

economy. 

 

Following this week’s evidence session, the Committee has written to the Cabinet 

Secretary for Economy, Tourism and Transport to highlight the immediate issues 

islanders are facing due to the proposed cuts, requesting information about any 

discussions he has had in relation to the immediate and longer-term impacts of the 

removal of these services, and whether these discussions have been cross-portfolio 

(e.g. involving the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Care); and what actions have 

been considered to mitigate the impact of these cuts, in the short to longer-term, 

including consideration of Public Service Obligation (PSO) designation for certain 

lifeline routes. 

 

In relation to longer-term connectivity issues, the Committee also noted that  

the Scottish Government’s Islands Connectivity Plan, the scope of which includes 

aviation, does not yet include any detailed plans for securing and developing lifeline 

air services for the islands. 

 

The Committee is aware that a cross-party group of island MSPs wrote to the 

Cabinet Secretary in similar terms earlier this week. That letter was supported by 

HiTrans and ZetTrans.   

 

In addition to the evidence you have already shared, the Committee would welcome 
further information regarding— 
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1) any additional costs you anticipate being incurred by your local authority, as a 

direct result of the cancellation of flights next month;  
 

2) what contingencies you are putting in place, should the services be 
permanently discontinued from October 2026; and  
 

3) in your view, what additional work is required longer-term in relation to the 
Scottish Government's Islands Connectivity Plan to ensure that it is fit for 
purpose, is informed by the views of islanders and reflects the full range of 
transport options required to allow island communities to continue to prosper. 

 
The Committee would appreciate your response no later than Friday 31st July 2026 
via transport.committee@parliament.scot.    
 
I have written to HiTrans, ZetTrans, Orkney Islands Council, and Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar in similar terms. 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to share your experience and expertise with the 
Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Willie Rennie MSP 
Convener 
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