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Dear Convener,

| am writing to inform the Committee of the Scottish Government's intention to take action to
ensure that victim-survivors of domestic abuse are not unfairly burdened by council tax debt
arising from an abusive relationship.

The Scottish Government supported the inclusion in the Housing (Scotland) Act 2025 of a
requirement to review how joint and several liability for council tax arrears affects people
experiencing domestic abuse. The review is currently underway and is considering both the
available evidence and the views of key stakeholders, including domestic abuse support
organisations, money advice and debt charities, and local authorities.

Nobody should have to face additional harm as a result of domestic abuse. We recognise
that joint and several liability for council tax can create very difficult circumstances for those
experiencing, or who have experienced, abuse.

Ahead of the conclusion of the review, we will create a statutory exception to joint and
several liability rules to protect victims of domestic abuse, alongside wider measures to
protect those affected by the impact of council tax debt.

These measures will build on existing protections, including our Council Tax Reduction
scheme and investment in debt advice services, helping to ensure that people receive the
support they need and are treated fairly and with dignity when engaging with the council tax
system.

The review report, and a statement of action setting out the Scottish Government's
response, will be laid before the Scottish Parliament by 6 November 2026. | intend to provide
further detail on these measures at that time and expect a public consultation on these and
wider council tax debt reform proposals during 2027.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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| trust the Committee finds this update helpful and will, of course, keep Parliament informed
as this work progresses.

JENNY GILRUTH

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG INVESTORS IN PECPLE™ BB %
We invest in people Silver LEADER oy
WWW.goV.scot






