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21 October 2026 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
I am pleased to inform you that the Scottish Government has today published its latest 
Benefit Take-up Strategy, setting out our approach to increasing awareness, take-up and 
access to Scottish social security benefits. 
 
The publication of the Strategy fulfils the Scottish Government's statutory duty under the 
Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 to produce a benefit take-up strategy. The Strategy 
reflects our continuing commitment to ensuring that people receive the entitlements and 
support to which they are entitled. 
 
The development of the Strategy was informed by extensive engagement with a wide range 
of stakeholders, including representative organisations, advice providers, third sector 
partners, local authorities and people with lived experience. Their insights and expertise 
have played an important role in shaping both the priorities and outcomes set out in the 
document. 
 
We would like to thank stakeholders for their valuable contributions throughout the 
development of the Strategy and look forward to continuing to work collaboratively to deliver 
its commitments and improve outcomes for people across Scotland. 
 
A copy of the Strategy is available at Benefit Take Up Strategy  
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I hope the Committee finds this update helpful and look forward to working with the 
Committee as the work arising from the Strategy progresses. 

Yours sincerely 

SHIRLEY-ANNE SOMERVILLE 


