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PE2228/A: Protect Scotland’s volunteer-run 
community fairs and gala days  
Scottish Government written submission, 27 August 2026 
Does the Scottish Government consider the specific ask[s] of the petition to be 
practical or achievable? If not, please explain why. 

While the Scottish Government has responsibility for the overarching legislation, the 
day-to-day administration of the licensing regime relating to community fairs and gala 
days is devolved to independent licensing authorities – in effect the 32 Scottish local 
authorities. All licensing authorities have wide discretion to determine appropriate 
licensing arrangements according to local needs and circumstances and their own 
legal advice. It would not be appropriate for the Scottish Government to interfere in 
any specific issue or issues relating to locally made licensing decisions.  

The Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (“the 1982 Act”) provides for a variety of 
licensing regimes, and local licensing authorities have considerable scope to 
determine whether to put in place licensing regimes locally and if so, how these 
should apply, how to consider individual applications and whether to attach 
conditions to licences. This process allows councillors as representatives of local 
communities to take local views and any concerns from the community into account.  

Within this context, it can be noted that for an event such as a gala day or 
community fair, the event organiser may be required to apply for a Public 
Entertainment Licence issued under the 1982 Act. Depending on the make-up of the 
event and activities on offer, there may also be other types of licence that will be 
required.  

The Public Entertainment Licence is a discretionary licensing regime, meaning that it 
is entirely at the discretion of licensing authorities to decide which types of 
entertainment they wish to licence. The decision about what to charge for a licence 
application is also an issue for individual licensing authorities. More generally, the 
licensing regimes under the 1982 Act are to be run on a cost neutral basis, as 
independent bodies it is for local licensing authorities to decide how to manage their 
resources, and what fees and charges they set to ingather sufficient fee income to 
cover the costs of administering the licensing regime.  

The Public Entertainment Licence is a long-standing part of the licensing regimes in 
the 1982 Act. Whilst the Scottish Government is not aware of any specific changes 
made by licensing authorities in recent times that have increased the licensing 
burden, if there are specific concerns about, say, decisions made by an individual 
licensing authority, these would best be raised with that licensing authority who can 
consider and respond accordingly.   

What, if any, action is the Scottish Government currently taking to address the 
issues raised by this petition, and is any further action being considered that 
will achieve the ask[s] of this petition? 
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As noted, any issues relating to specific decisions made by licensing authorities can 
be raised direct with the independent licensing authority.  

In 2025, the Scottish Government convened a Task Force on Civic Licensing to 
review a range of existing licensing provisions of the 1982 Act. One of the licensing 
policy areas being looked at is the legislation in relation to public entertainment 
licensing. It is expected that a report setting out any proposed reform, 
recommendations and potential changes to the 1982 Act will be presented to the 
Scottish Ministers in due course for consideration.  

Is there any further information the Scottish Government wish to bring to the 
Committee’s attention, which would assist it in considering this petition? 

The Scottish Government published guidance for local licensing authorities in 
relation to public entertainment licensing (for funfairs) in 2017 that may be of some 
interest. The guidance contains further details about the operation of the licensing 
regime, as set out in the 1982 Act. The guidance can be found at:  

• https://www.gov.scot/publications/civic-government-scotland-act-1982-
guidance-public-entertainment-licences-respect/  
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