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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NON-SURGICAL PROCEDURES AND FUNCTIONS OF MEDICAL 
REVIEWERS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2026 
 
 
5 August 2026 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
Thank you for your letter on the implementation of the Non-Surgical Procedures and Functions of 

Medical Reviewers (Scotland) Act 2026 (“the Act”) on 27 July 2026, and for sharing 

correspondence from GMB Scotland on behalf of those providing non-surgical procedures as self-

employed practitioners.  

 

I am responding as Minister for Mental Wellbeing, Public Health, Sport, Alcohol and Drugs as 

responsibility for implementation of this legislation sits within my portfolio. 

 

Firstly, I would like to assure you that future consultation on implementation of the Act will be 

undertaken in full, providing all interested parties, including those represented by the GMB, with 

the opportunity to contribute.  

 

The Scottish Government recognises that a range of views exists on this topic and is establishing 

a comprehensive list of interested stakeholders in order to keep them informed of implementation 

work. Public consultations will be undertaken on matters to be set out in secondary legislation, and 

consultation analysis reports will be published in line with normal practice, ensuring transparency 

around the evidence and views considered. 
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The Act was informed by extensive engagement across the sector and a public consultation that 

received more than 2,200 responses. This included targeted engagement and reviewing extensive 

written representations from the part of the sector referenced in GMB's correspondence. We 

remain committed to continuing this collaborative approach throughout implementation. 

 

The Act received Royal Assent on 12 May 2026, and Scottish Government is now focused on 

implementation. The offence of providing a non-surgical procedure outwith a permitted premises, 

and the offence of providing such procedures to a person under the age of 18, is intended to come 

into force on 6 September 2027. This lead-in period will allow businesses, practitioners, 

Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS) and local authorities sufficient time to prepare for the new 

arrangements. 

 

These provisions relate to the settings in which procedures are carried out and to age restrictions. 

They do not alter who may undertake non-surgical procedures. Rather, they ensure that 

procedures take place in appropriate, regulated settings where healthcare professional oversight 

is available, supporting access to clinical advice and prescribing where needed and if 

complications arise. This is a key part of our commitment to improving patient safety. 

 

I recognise that some existing businesses will need to adapt. From 6 September 2027, 

practitioners will continue to be able to provide non-surgical procedures from a permitted premises 

as set out in the Act. Alternatively practitioners providing lower-risk procedures specified in the 

Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Non-surgical Procedures) Order 2026 will be 

able to operate under a local authority licensing regime and will not be required to provide those 

lower-risk procedures from a permitted premises. 

 

The Act also requires the Scottish Government to produce guidance on the provision of non-

surgical procedures. Scottish Government will work with HIS and businesses to develop clear 

guidance to support compliance ahead of commencement in 2027. 

 

Scottish Government will also engage on future work relating to training, qualifications and 

supervision requirements. These matters are not set out in the Act and will require further 

development through secondary legislation. Draft regulations specifying who may provide or 

supervise non-surgical procedures, and the qualifications and training required, must be laid within 

three years of the offence relating to permitted premises coming into force. As that offence is 
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intended to commence on 6 September 2027, any such regulations would need to be laid at the 

latest by September 2030. Any future requirements which supplement the legislative framework 

coming into force in 2027 will be developed taking into account the views of the sector. 

 

I hope this information provides reassurance that implementation of the Act will be undertaken in a 

transparent, evidence-based manner and that stakeholders across the sector will continue to have 

opportunities to inform future work. 

 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 

 
 

MAREE TODD 
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