COSLA Response on the Ecocide (Scotland) Bill

COSLA does not have a position on the concept of ecocide or the proposals in the Bill.
As such we do not have view on the definition of ecocide in the Bill or how the Bill should
establish a threshold of harm. Whist we do not have a principled position on ecocide, it's
a well-established position of COSLA to support legislation where it is practical and
deliverable and does not adversely affect local authorities. For this reason we support
the committee’s investigation on how ecocide Bill may interact with other consenting and
licencing activities and could see value in an amendment which clarified this position,
including establishing a defence to regulators like planning authorities in the event of an
ecocide incident . This could potentially help with the committee’s question on decision
making and liability and cumulative impact.

On enforcement and investigation, it is not possible to know how a local authority could
be involved in dealing with or investigating an ecocide incident. It is highly likely that a
local authority would be involved in dealing with an extreme case of environmental
damage, but its not possible to detail exactly what this could involve and what the
implication would be for the authority. This is due to the expectation that an ecocide
incident is likely to be very rare and could encompass a range of possible scenarios.

COSLA will view the stage 1 report on the Bill with interest and will use that to inform any
further representation we may want to make on the Bill.



