Follow up information to 28 January evidence session on
Land Reform (Scotland) Bill

Letter from Moray Estates, 13 February 2025

Thank you for the opportunity to give evidence on the 2gth January. | have
reviewed the Minutes and am happy they are an accurate record of what | said.

| wanted to take the opportunity to comment on one point raised by Mr Kevin
Stewart MSP relating to an apparent discrepancy in the ownership area | set out in
answer to a question — 16,000Ha and the area that the Committee’s researchers
had reported to the Committee. It is not clear what the source of the Committee’s
information is but | wanted to confirm what | said on the day. The Moray Estates
website sets out areas for certain of our activities but does not state a total estate
figure. If the figures stated for certain activities are added up they total
considerably less than 16,000ha. This is partly because for some enterprises,
our in-hand livestock enterprises for instance, we quote the number of livestock
rather than the area farmed as the livestock total is a more appropriate measure
of the scale of an enterprise than it’s land area. We also have some areas of land
that are not actively farmed or which form part of a managed forest. These areas
are not specifically referred to on the website at present as they do not form an
‘enterprise” as such. We are happy to make some adjustments to the website
text to be more transparent about the total estates size and will do so shortly
though | would observe that hectarage (or acreage) is a very poor proxy for the
nature and scale of an enterprise.

If we can supply any further information that you think would be of assistance
please let me know. Equally if the Committee would like to visit Moray Estates, or
any of our enterprises, then we’d be delighted to welcome you.

Kind regards

Andrew Howard
Managing Director
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