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Dear Nicole, 

As part of Committee’s annual review of NPF4, it held three meetings, on 3, 17 and 
24 June 2025 in which we took evidence from planning officers, house builders, built 
environment professionals, architects and community organisations.  

As part of Committee’s evidence gathering process, we asked how SEPA’s flood risk 
maps and guidance affect the land-use plan making process and development 
management decision making, particularly how revised flood risk assessments affect 
the availability of land for housing, especially brownfield sites that tend to be located 
in town centres and may be prone to flooding. 

The Committee also explored the impact that flood risk maps and guidance are 
having on people are already living in areas newly identified as being at risk of 
flooding and the impact this is having on homeowners, purchasers and the wider 
community. 

Some witnesses argued that SEPA’s current approach to flood risk assessment is 
having a significant negative detrimental impact on development and some 
homeowners. The Committee is very keen to explore these issues in more detail.  

The Committee understands that one of SEPA’s roles is to provide information and 
evidence on the flood risk that exists across the country. It is entirely appropriate 
that, if such information and evidence on flood risk exists, it is considered in the plan 
making process and in reaching development management decisions.  

To better understand these issues, the Committee requests information on the flood 
risk assessment process, particularly on any recent changes to the process, their 
scale and the reasoning behind them. 

I would be grateful to receive your response no later than 6th February.  

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/LGHP-03-06-2025?meeting=16481&iob=140730
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/LGHP-17-06-2025?meeting=16509
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/LGHP-24-06-2025?meeting=16534
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Yours sincerely, 

Ariane Burgess MSP 
Convener 


