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17 April 2024 
Dear Ariane, 

Thank you for your letter of 4 April seeking further detail on the Independent Review of the 
Process for Determining Electoral Boundaries in Scotland. 

I attach a copy of the terms of reference for the Review with this letter for your information. 

As you will see, the Review will consider the process for implementing changes to electoral 
boundaries in Scotland, and makes clear that this consideration should focus on identifying a 
form of ‘automaticity’ for that process. The Review also has scope to recommend further 
changes which it may consider appropriate alongside any new approval process. This could, 
for example, include aspects of existing legislation such as consultation requirements when 
conducting boundary reviews. 

I would emphasise that the Review is independent of Scottish Ministers. It will be entirely up 
to the Chair of the Review, Andrew Kerr OBE, to make recommendations for change after a 
consultation process. Mr Kerr’s report will be published and laid in Parliament.  

I understand that a member of the secretariat supporting Mr Kerr has been in touch with your 
Clerks to organise a meeting. I hope you find the engagement with Mr Kerr useful. I look 
forward to considering his report and recommendations on these issues in due course. 

Yours, 

JAME HEPBURN 
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