
Correspondence from Richard Maconachie, 
Executive Director, Dundee Recovery, dated 26 
November 2025 
 
 
I am writing to let you know that the Scottish Funding Council has published the 
conditions of funding attached to the Section 25 Direction funding that was 
announced by the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills to support the 
University of Dundee to return to a position of financial sustainability. The conditions 
have been sent to the Chair of the University Court along with an accompanying 
letter from the SFC Chair.  
   
While the published conditions represent the agreed position of the SFC Board, they 
may be subject to minor amendments following a period of engagement with the 
University. The conditions do not constitute a formal offer of funding. Following a 
period of engagement a formal offer will be made, and it will be for the University 
Court to decide whether to accept or reject.  
   
Section 25 has meant that SFC’s role has not been to determine if the funding 
should be granted, as that decision resides with Scottish Government, but rather to 
provide analysis and advice to the Scottish Government on what conditions should 
be attached to the funding.  The SFC Board believes the conditions are 
reasonable, feasible and justifiable, while providing appropriate assurance for the 
provision of significant additional public funding.  
   
It is now for the University to decide whether to accept the conditions after which, 
following a formal offer of funding, it will be for SFC to continue to monitor and 
support the University during its recovery.  
 
A copy of this email has been sent to members of the Education, Children and 
Young People Committee and local constituency and list MSPs. 
   
Best wishes  
   
Richard Maconachie  
Executive Director, Dundee Recovery  
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfc.ac.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FBoard-Approved-Conditions.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cecyp.committee%40parliament.scot%7C98fa15e7d344455425e008de2d0e14d5%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C0%7C0%7C638997735762774218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ED0eqVTD8qwjVXhIrKKxY%2BVHBf%2FHG3KJsCUHWJjd0LE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfc.ac.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FLetter-to-Acting-Chair-of-Court-Re-Conditions-of-Section-25-Funding.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cecyp.committee%40parliament.scot%7C98fa15e7d344455425e008de2d0e14d5%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C0%7C0%7C638997735762799400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1hlUmsDrKUWIscB7cVDdoTPYiR%2FPegrV%2Fbd9C4XgUkU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfc.ac.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FLetter-to-Acting-Chair-of-Court-Re-Conditions-of-Section-25-Funding.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cecyp.committee%40parliament.scot%7C98fa15e7d344455425e008de2d0e14d5%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C0%7C0%7C638997735762799400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1hlUmsDrKUWIscB7cVDdoTPYiR%2FPegrV%2Fbd9C4XgUkU%3D&reserved=0

