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Dear Convener
Independent Commission on the Criminalisation of the Purchase of Sex in Scotland

Following the Committee’s recommendation in its Stage 1 report on the Prostitution
(Offences and Support) (Scotland) Bill, that an independent commission be established to
consider legislation around prostitution and the support required for those seeking to exit it,
the Minister for Victims and Community Safety responded that the Scottish Government
strongly supported that recommendation and that work would begin immediately to establish
the Commission.

We are pleased to announce that Fiona Taylor QPM has today been appointed as Chair of
the Independent Commission on the Criminalisation of the Purchase of Sex in Scotland and
will begin work straight away.

Fiona Taylor brings a distinguished record of public service, including as Deputy Chief
Constable and Interim Chief Constable of Police Scotland. Her extensive experience in
senior leadership, stakeholder engagement, and navigating sensitive and often complex
issues will be invaluable to the Commission.

Reflecting our clear and unequivocal position that prostitution is a form of violence against
women and girls, the Commission will provide recommendations to Ministers on how to
safely and effectively criminalise the purchase of sex in Scotland whilst ensuring that
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concerns regarding the potential for criminalisation to increase the risk of violence against
those engaged in prostitution are properly addressed. Its work will focus on ensuring that any
new offence is operationally effective and enforceable, and on identifying the requirements of
a deliverable and sustainable support package for those who wish to exit prostitution. The
Commission will report to Ministers within 12 months of commencing.

Central to the Commission’s work will be the value and importance of lived experience,
ensuring that its recommendations are rooted in the realities faced by those directly affected.

The Chair will be supported by expert members, to be appointed in due course, and the
Commission’s Terms of Reference will also be published following the pre-election period. It
will undertake its work independently of government.

We recognise the significant work undertaken by Ms Regan in this area as well as the
detailed consideration of the Committee and trust that the Committee will welcome this
update.

Yours sincerely,

ANGELA CONSTANCE SIOBHIAN BROWN
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