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Dear Jamie,

| wanted to write to you in advance of Stage 3 of the Victims, Witnesses and Justice Reform
Bill regarding your amendments on both parole and release of prisoners in relation to victims’
rights.

| have appreciated your engagement on the Bill since you lodged your Stage 2 amendments
and believe we have been able to work constructively on amendments (40-45, 47 and 48)
that | will be pleased to support next week. | therefore wanted to provide my position on
three other amendments you have lodged.

As you know we have now published a public consultation, Voices in Justice: A Consultation
on Parole Reform in Scotland, which you will have noted asks for views on many of the
areas you have raised.

The consultation will enable us to gather a wide range of views and allow the next
Government to use those findings to develop a package of reforms to the parole system that
Parliament can fully consider. This will also allow for reforms to the parole system to be done
as one package to ensure it works together and is operationally and legally practical if we
need to make legislative changes. This | believe is better than a piecemeal approach. Such
consultation and indeed parliamentary scrutiny, you will agree, is vital when it is to underpin
reforms and legislation.

I’m sure you will appreciate the importance of taking this fully rounded approach, given the
nature of the issues at stake and the need to ensure that both the prisoner subject to the
parole process and the victims and the families involved in the case can have full confidence
in the process and that the risk of legal challenge is minimised insofar as possible.
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Therefore in relation to your proposed amendments for Stage 3, other than those we have
been able to work together on, | cannot support any apart from amendment 87 relating to
providing reasons for release decisions. | understand the importance of providing
consistency across sentence type for those victims where the individual related to their case
has been recommended release, whether that is for indeterminate or determinate cases, and
this is an area where | can support extension of current practice without waiting for the
outcomes of the consultation.

Regarding your amendment 85, which seeks to ensure that victims would be advised of an
offender’s release before it took place, | know we agree that VNS reform must result in a
more accessible and trauma-informed VNS. It is important that the impact of changes on
victims is clear, positive, and operationally feasible. Having explored the implications of this
amendment, we note that what would be practicable in terms of information provision in each
case might be highly variable, and therefore the amendment may not deliver what was
intended for victims in terms of certainty. In addition, operational partners consider that the
amendment could in fact result in delays to information provision to victims due to the
additional process steps that would require to be put in place. For these reasons | have had
to conclude that | cannot support this amendment, given the potential for negative impact on
victims and the critical importance of ensuring that changes to the VNS have clear benefits
for victims.

Your amendment 86 relating to victims right to attend parole hearings is one of the areas we
are consulting on as part of reforms that could be made to improve the parole system. As |
outlined above, the parole consultation is an important step in understanding how best to
implement improvements, and | want to ensure that we consider all views before
implementing changes.

| therefore would urge you not to press these amendments at Stage 3. | will write to you
separately on your information sharing amendments.

| am copying this letter to the Criminal Justice Committee for information.

Yours sincerely
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ANGELA CONSTANCE
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