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Briefing for the Citizen Participation and Public
Petitions Committee on petition PE2160: Introduce an
energy strategy, lodged by Tina Dawn Marshall

Brief overview of issues raised by the petition

The petition calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government
to publish its Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan to address the
environment, infrastructure, and land use.

The Scottish Government’s first Energy Strategy was published in December
2017. A new Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan (ESJTP) was
published for consultation in January 2023, with a Consultation Analysis
published in September 2023. A finalised ESJTP has not yet been published.

Scottish Government advisers, the Just Transition Commission, have recently
published a briefing paper on a Just Transition for Aberdeen and the North
East (May 2025), as well as a report Assessing the low carbon transition at
Grangemouth (March 2025).

The Scottish Government published Securing Grangemouth’s just transition in
June 2025.

On 3 April 2025, Douglas Lumsden MSP asked the Scottish Government
“‘whether it will provide an update on when it will publish its energy strategy
and just transition plan”. The Acting Minister for Climate Action (Alasdair
Allan) replied:

“The judgments and issues in the energy strategy and just transition
plan are informed and influenced by a range of recent developments in
the United Kingdom Government’s energy policy and, indeed, by court
decisions. Therefore, there remains a rapidly changing landscape—for
example, the UK Government’s consultation on future oil and gas
policy will be open for stakeholder input over the coming months. We
are taking time to reflect on those on-going developments before
drawing any conclusions and publishing any final strategy.”

An exchange then took place relating to offshore oil and gas licensing,
emissions reduction obligations and energy security. The Scottish
Government’s written submission in relation to this petition highlights further
work in this area.

Alasdair Reid
Senior Researcher
18 June 2025


https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-energy-strategy-future-energy-scotland-9781788515276/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/draft-energy-strategy-transition-plan/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/analysis-consultation-responses-draft-energy-strategy-transition-plan/
https://www.justtransition.scot/publication/a-just-transition-for-aberdeen-and-the-north-east/
https://www.justtransition.scot/publication/a-just-transition-for-aberdeen-and-the-north-east/
https://www.justtransition.scot/publication/assessing-the-low-carbon-transition-at-grangemouth/
https://www.justtransition.scot/publication/assessing-the-low-carbon-transition-at-grangemouth/
https://www.gov.scot/news/securing-grangemouths-just-transition/
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-03-04-2025?meeting=16359&iob=139743#139743
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/citizen-participation-and-public-petitions-committee/correspondence/2024/pe2160/pe2160_b.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/citizen-participation-and-public-petitions-committee/correspondence/2024/pe2160/pe2160_b.pdf

The purpose of this briefing is to provide a brief overview of issues raised by
the petition. SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content
of petition briefings with petitioners or other members of the public.
However, if you have any comments on any petition briefing you can email
us at spice@parliament.scot

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition
briefings is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware
however that these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise
amended to reflect subsequent changes.
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