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Parlamaid na h-Alba

Minutes of Proceedings

Parliamentary year 1, number 43, Session 7

Meeting of the Parliament
Tuesday 10 November 2026

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time.
The meeting opened at 2:00pm.

1. Time for Reflection: Revd Dr Alistair May, Principal Clerk of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, led Time for Reflection.

2. Revision to Business Programme: Minister for Parliamentary Business and
Veterans (Jamie Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved
S7M-01981—That the Parliament agrees to the following revision to the programme
of business for Tuesday 10 November 2026—

after
followed by Ministerial Statement: Winter Resilience
insert

followed by Ministerial Statement: HMP and YOI Polmont
The motion was agreed to.

3. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and
Ministers.

4. First Minister’s Questions (Backbench Members): Questions were answered
by the First Minister (John Swinney).

5. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Justice (Neil Gray) made a
statement and answered questions on Winter Resilience.

6. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Justice (Neil Gray) made a
statement and answered questions on HMP and YOI Polmont.

7. The BBC and Public Service Broadcasting in Scotland: Cabinet Secretary for
Education, Culture and Gaelic (Mairi McAllan) moved S7M-01962—That the
Parliament opposes the BBC's proposal to close the linear BBC Scotland channel
and to discontinue Reporting Scotland: News at Seven; expresses concern that
proposed changes could reduce access to Scottish news and public broadcasting,
particularly for audiences who rely on traditional television services, and could impact
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jobs and investment in Scotland; highlights the contribution of broadcasting to
Scotland's economy through investment in skilled jobs, the screen sector and the
creative industries workforce; notes the importance of fair and sustainable support for
Gaelic media and the continuing disparity in funding between Gaelic-language and
Welsh-language broadcasting; believes that licence fee revenues raised in Scotland
should be reinvested in full in Scotland; recognises the opportunity presented by the
ongoing BBC Charter Review to deliver greater accountability, representation and
investment for Scotland; believes that BBC television and radio must authentically
reflect the lives of people in Scotland, and calls on the UK Government to devolve
responsibility for broadcasting to the Scottish Parliament.

Katherine Sangster moved S7M-01962.1—As an amendment to motion
S7M-01962 in the name of Mairi McAllan (The BBC and Public Service
Broadcasting in Scotland), leave out from "opposes" to end and insert "believes
that audiences in Scotland should have access to high-quality programming that
tells Scottish stories and reflects the richness and diversity of its culture and
communities; recognises the BBC's important role in delivering this content and
supporting Scotland's creative industries, including independent Scottish
production companies; believes that moving BBC Scotland content online and
onto BBC Two provides an opportunity to protect this programming, including
Gaelic content, while ensuring audiences can continue to access news on
terrestrial television throughReporting Scotland; calls on the Scottish
Government and all Members to engage fully in the BBC Charter Renewal
process to champion Scottish broadcasting and to protect the future of public
service broadcasting, and further calls on the Scottish Government to support
Scotland’s screen sector by making the creative economy a national industrial
priority and reforming the skills system and business support to reflect the
needs and priorities of Scotland’s creative industries."

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 26,
Against 93, Abstentions 0).

Victor Currie moved S7M-01962.3—As an amendment to motion S7M-01962 in
the name of Mairi McAllan (The BBC and Public Service Broadcasting in
Scotland), leave out from "opposes" to end and insert "believes that the BBC
has not adapted to long-term changes in media habits; notes that Ofcom weekly
reach figures indicate that 58% of the population watch at least one BBC
channel and that fewer than 50% of people aged under 25 watch any BBC
channel over a full year; considers these figures to be evidence that the BBC’s
current structure is out of date, and calls, therefore, on the UK Government to
conduct a broader charter review of the BBC to ensure that it meets modern
consumer demand, including consideration of options to abolish the TV license
fee in the internet age."

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 14,
Against 105, Abstentions 0).

Q Manivannan moved S7M-01962.4—As an amendment to motion S7M-01962
in the name of Mairi McAllan (The BBC and Public Service Broadcasting in
Scotland), insert at end “; believes that the Charter Review should secure
creative origination in Scotland, with commissioning decisions and ownership of
intellectual property resting with independent producers based in Scotland;
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recognises the BBC as a vital public good that faces an existential threat without
a sustainable settlement; expresses concern at the commercialisation of core
BBC services and believes that the answer lies in fair, sustainable public
funding that keeps services universal and affordable, and calls on the UK
Government to ensure that digital terrestrial television services are not
discontinued until every household has an affordable alternative.”

After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 78, Against
39, Abstentions 0).

Murdo Fraser moved S7M-01962.5—As an amendment to motion S7M-01962
in the name of Mairi McAllan (The BBC and Public Service Broadcasting in
Scotland), leave out from “opposes” to end and insert "recognises the
importance of independent, impartial and trusted public service broadcasting;
believes that BBC modernisation must not diminish Scottish news, current
affairs or original programming; calls on the BBC to strengthen its coverage of
the Scottish Parliament, including scrutiny of government, and maintain
investment in Scottish jobs, skills and production; recognises the importance of
Gaelic broadcasting and that the Scottish Government already has the power to
increase funding for MG ALBA,; believes that the BBC must be accountable,
maintain public trust and deliver value for licence fee payers; affirms the
importance of a strong, independent, UK-wide BBC that serves Scotland well,
and considers that the forthcoming Royal Charter renewal is a crucial
opportunity to reinforce the Corporation’s independence, governance and
long-term commitment to high-quality public service broadcasting."

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 48,
Against 69, Abstentions 0).

David Green moved S7M-01962.2—As an amendment to motion S7TM-01962 in
the name of Mairi McAllan (The BBC and Public Service Broadcasting in
Scotland), leave out from "opposes" to end and insert "expresses concern
regarding the BBC's proposal to close the linear BBC Scotland channel and to
discontinueReporting Scotland: News at Seven; recognises the importance of
public service broadcasting, trusted journalism and investment in Scotland's
creative industries; notes changing audience viewing and listening habits and
the increasing use of digital and on-demand services; believes that the BBC
should continue to support the production of high-quality news, current affairs
and other programming in Scotland, reflecting the diverse experiences of
communities across the country; further believes that locally- and
regionally-based news gathering, reporting and regional news bulletins are
essential to ensuring that communities across Scotland are properly
represented in public service broadcasting; recognises the cultural importance
of Gaelic broadcasting and the need for sustainable support for
Gaelic-language media; further recognises the vital role of the BBC World
Service in providing trusted and independent news to audiences across the
world; believes that the BBC must continue to deliver value for licence fee
payers while maintaining high-quality public service content; recognises the
opportunity presented by the Charter Review process to strengthen
accountability and representation for Scotland within the BBC, and believes that
any future permanent BBC Charter should be subject to ratification by the
Scottish Parliament."

Tuesday 10 November 2026 3



After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 9, Against
109, Abstentions 0).

The motion, as amended, was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 70, Against 48,
Abstentions 0).

Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—

That the Parliament opposes the BBC's proposal to close the linear BBC
Scotland channel and to discontinue Reporting Scotland: News at Seven;
expresses concern that proposed changes could reduce access to Scottish
news and public broadcasting, particularly for audiences who rely on traditional
television services, and could impact jobs and investment in Scotland; highlights
the contribution of broadcasting to Scotland's economy through investment in
skilled jobs, the screen sector and the creative industries workforce; notes the
importance of fair and sustainable support for Gaelic media and the continuing
disparity in funding between Gaelic-language and Welsh-language
broadcasting; believes that licence fee revenues raised in Scotland should be
reinvested in full in Scotland; recognises the opportunity presented by the
ongoing BBC Charter Review to deliver greater accountability, representation
and investment for Scotland; believes that BBC television and radio must
authentically reflect the lives of people in Scotland; calls on the UK Government
to devolve responsibility for broadcasting to the Scottish Parliament; believes
that the Charter Review should secure creative origination in Scotland, with
commissioning decisions and ownership of intellectual property resting with
independent producers based in Scotland; recognises the BBC as a vital public
good that faces an existential threat without a sustainable settlement; expresses
concern at the commercialisation of core BBC services and believes that the
answer lies in fair, sustainable public funding that keeps services universal and
affordable, and calls on the UK Government to ensure that digital terrestrial
television services are not discontinued until every household has an affordable
alternative.

8. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on item 7 as noted above.

9. Supporting Scotland's Pubs: The Parliament debated S7M-01702 in the name of
Jamie Langan—That the Parliament notes with sadness the closure of The Crown
Inn in Biggar, a historic public house dating back to 1650, which closed its doors in
October after serving the local community for generations; recognises the
contribution made by its owners and all their staff over the years; notes that The
Crown Inn was named CAMRA Lanarkshire Pub of the Year in 2016 and was widely
regarded as an important landmark in the town; believes that traditional country pubs
play a vital role in fostering community spirit and identity; expresses concern at the
growing number of pub closures across Scotland amid rising operating costs,
taxation and what it sees as excessive regulations and bureaucracy; believes that
Scotland's pubs form an integral part of Scotland's cultural heritage; notes reported
concerns that policy making in recent years has too often treated pubs primarily as a
public health problem rather than recognising them as vital community institutions;
believes that social drinking is a normal and valued part of British life, and notes calls
for the Scottish Government to champion rather than penalise Scotland's traditional
pubs and the communities they serve.

The meeting closed at 6:28pm.
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David McGill
Clerk of the Parliament
10 November 2026
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Appendix
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes)

Other Documents

The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 6 November 2026 and
are not subject to parliamentary procedure—

Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland Annual Report and Accounts For
Year Ended 31 March 2026 (SG/2026/277) laid
under section 22 of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000

Scottish Ambulance Service Board Annual Report and Accounts for the year
ended 31 March 2026 (SG/2026/276) laid
under section 22 of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000

The State Hospitals Board For Scotland Annual Report and Accounts For The
Year Ended 31 March 2026 (SG/2026/275) laid
under section 22 of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000

The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 10 November 2026 and
are not subject to parliamentary procedure—

Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018: Progress Report 2025 to 2026
(SG/2026/254) laid under section 20 and section 87 of the Social Security (Scotland)
Act 2018

Social Security Scotland Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31
March 2026 (SG/2026/135) laid

under Section 22 of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000 and
Part 15 The Companies Act 2006

Tuesday 10 November 2026 6



© Parliamentary copyright. Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body

Information on the Scottish Parliament's copyright policy can be found on the website
https://www.parliament.scot or by contacting Public Information on 0131 348 5000

Published in Scotland by the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body

All documents are available on the Scottish Parliament website at:
https://www.parliament.scot

For information on the Scottish Parliament contact Public Information on:

Telephone: 0131 348 5000 or 0800 092 7500

Tuesday 10 November 2026 7


https://www.parliament.scot
https://www.parliament.scot

	Minutes of Proceedings
	Parliamentary year 1, number 43, Session 7
	Meeting of the Parliament
	Tuesday 10 November 2026
	Appendix



