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The Committee conducted a video conference meeting with a group of 
students from the University of the Highlands and Islands to discuss their 
views on the Islands (Scotland) Bill. These notes are an informal summary of 
the views expressed.  

 

What were your expectations of an islands Bill?  

People felt that… 

 The differences and specific challenges faced by certain island areas need to 
be recognised. 

The Bill creates a duty to publish a national islands plan and lay it before the 
Scottish Parliament. What are your views on this provision? 

People felt that… 

 They were generally supportive of an islands plan and they had a wide 
number of suggestions for what should be addressed and included.   

o Effective digital connectivity would revolutionise the way people live 
and access services on the islands. E.g. doctor appointments by video 
conference.  

o Poor public transport is a barrier to encouraging students to Shetland 
to study. It is also part of a wider issue of population retention / growth.  
Orkney students agreed and said that inter-island travel was also a 
challenge.  

o Non-resident students were not entitled to access the air discount 
schemes so that makes it difficult for them to travel to the islands.  

o Students need employment opportunities that go beyond the traditional 
industries. People may want to experience life off the islands but 
islanders want them to come back with those new skills.  

o Affordable living options are very limited. It is very expensive to 
privately rent. Tourists take any available flats or drive up the prices. 
There should be a rental cap on student properties.  

o There needs to be more support for LGBTI students.  
o There is a lack of sexual health care provision and affordable childcare. 

The lack of affordable child care is a barrier in getting back into 
education or work.  

 The Plan must be clearly measurable and contain SMART targets.  



 When an issue becomes important to a particular island can be different to 
any other – there is a critical mass in terms of population and demographics 
which will vary by island.  

 

The Bill will require Scottish Ministers and certain Scottish public authorities 
to prepare island impact assessments. Do you agree with this provision? How 
do you think it should work in practice? 

People felt that… 

 Impact assessments were a good idea but lacked clarity on what they would 
mean in practice.  

o Mental health service delivery should be impact assessed. This is a 
particular issue for remote communities.  

 It was unclear whether islands would get derogations from certain policies – 
there is a precedent for this already. There is a need to recognise the specific 
needs of smaller, outer islands. 

 Consideration should be given to the time taken to process decision making – 
thorough impact assessments could take a while.  

The Bill proposes to protect the Scottish Parliamentary constituency boundary 
of Nah Eileanan an Iar (the Western Isles) from change. Do you agree with 
this? 

People felt that… 

 If that is what the people of Nah Eileanan an Iar want, then Islanders would be 
supportive. 
 

The Bill proposes to make an exception to the rules for local government 
electoral wards to allow areas with inhabited islands to return 1 or 2 members 
(instead of the usual 3 or 4). What are your views on this proposal? 

People felt that… 

 Ideally, councillors should live on, or have connections with the islands 

 Councillors should be able to accurately reflect an awareness of islanders 
concerns.  

 There was recognition that small island populations might not be sufficient 
to merit their own councillor.  

 Councillors representing a group of small islands might work e.g. a group 
of small islands in Shetland with a total population of 2000.  This would be 
a matter for the LGBC to consider.   

 However, there is a difficulty in looking after a number of smaller islands in 
the one ward. Inter-island travel is more difficult than getting to mainland 
Shetland or Orkney.  

  



The Bill will provide a regulation making power for the Scottish Ministers to 
create a marine licensing scheme for coastal waters. Do you agree with this 
power? Do you have any comments on how it should be used? 

People felt that… 

 It is important that powers remain with local authorities rather than with 
Scottish Ministers. 

 Any marine development shouldn’t impact negatively on the environment.  

 There was uncertainty over where any income from the marine 
development should go. Will this just benefit private companies?  

 Licensing revenue should be retained within the local authority area. 

 Councils should have control of enforcement, although there was 
uncertainty over how they would do so.   

Do you have any comments on the bill in relation to human rights or 
equalities? 

People felt that… 

 The islands have an ageing population and that this is going to impact on 
equalities as age is a protected characteristic.  

 Having a disability on the islands can prove particularly challenging.  

 There are a significant number of minorities on the islands and that more 
support should be given to improve understanding of equality and diversity 
issues.  

 


